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New Minnesota Commercial Energy Code takes effect Jan. 5, 2024

Minnesota’s new Commercial Energy Code takes effect Jan. 5,
2024. It uses the 2019 ASHRAE 90.1 Standard as the model energy
code, adopts addenda from that standard and overlays state
amendments onto the model standard to form our state code. The
Minnesota Rule language is available at dli.mn.gov/sites/default/
files/pdf/1323-010524.pdf.

The International Code Council will publish a 2024 Minnesota
Commercial Energy Code book. Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory has created a Minnesota version of COMcheck that can
now be used to verify compliance using the Assembly U-factor,
C-factor or F-factor based method for code compliance.

Projects submitted for plan review or permitting prior to Jan. 5, 2024, are allowed to proceed under the 2020
Minnesota Commercial Energy Code. Projects submitted for plan review or permitting on or after Jan. 5, 2024,
must comply with the 2024 Minnesota Commercial Energy Code.

Individual municipal jurisdictions may adopt policies to allow projects documented with them prior to Jan. 5,
2024, to proceed under the 2020 Minnesota Commercial Energy Code. DLI’s Construction Codes and Licensing
Division will allow projects to proceed under the 2020 Minnesota Energy Code if they have had a preliminary
plan review meeting with staff prior to Jan. 5, 2024, to document that they are under design, and also provided
that building permits are issued by June 1, 2024.

The Minnesota Commercial Energy Code is the culmination of work that started with public Technical Advisory
Group meetings in January through March, 2021. A dual notice was published Sept. 19, 2022, and the notice of
adoption was published in the State Register on April 10, 2023.

Follow us on social media
e x.com/mndli
e facebook.com/MinnesotaDLI

e youtube.com/user/mndlil
¢ linkedin.com/company/mndli/
e instagram.com/MinnesotaDLI/

Looking for a phone number or email address?

@
O Visit dli.mn.gov/about-department/our-areas-
, service for contact information for staff members.
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Review of window cleaning safety, adult changing stations and EV charging

The Construction Codes Advisory Council (CCAC) met Nov. 8, 2023,
to review a Technical Advisory Group (TAG) report recommending
requirements for window cleaning safety, adult changing stations
and electric vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure to be included in the
Minnesota State Building Code.

The CCAC had appointed TAG members to develop requirements for
these topics in response to legislation passed during the 2023 session.

The CCAC recommended that the department move forward with
expedited rulemaking to adopt window cleaning safety and adult
changing station requirements. The CCAC recommended that requirements for EV charging infrastructure be included
when the Minnesota Commercial Energy Code is updated to adopt ANSI/ASHRAE/IES Standard 90.1-2022.

The TAG report and CCAC recommendations are available at dli.mn.gov/about-department/boards-and-councils/
construction-codes-advisory-council.

CCLD enhancing virtual electrical, elevator inspection process

Beginning in early 2024, CCLD will roll-out a new software =
product, VuSpex, to enhance the virtual inspection process for I
contractors and state inspectors. Virtual inspections will be
available for specific inspection types with limited scope.

VuSpex will integrate with the department’s permitting

and inspection tool, iMS. VuSpex is an established product
specializing in virtual inspections and provides a streamlined,
interactive interface that allows a state inspector and contractor
to share a video session to conduct an inspection. During the
session, the state inspector can view important project elements
and incorporate photos and comments into our current An interactive inspection session with VuSpex.
inspection template. Microsoft Teams will no longer be used for ~ (Image source: VuSpex.com)

conducting virtual inspections.

Virtual inspections can be conducted as soon as the work is completed. For some inspection types, such as
residential elevator stair chair installations, an offline tool will be used by a contractor to submit photos, video
and commentary to the department for an inspector to review later. The offline tool lets the contractor submit
inspection data outside of normal business hours and on weekends.

Currently there are three limited areas where virtual inspections will be offered. Those will be expanded as the

program matures:

¢ Residential and some non-dwelling electrical permits for existing structures where three or fewer circuits are
involved in areas inspected by state inspectors;

e Electrical load management devices or saver switches; and

e Elevator residential stair chair installations will be inspected virtually using the offline tool.

View more information about virtual inspections at dli.mn.gov/ERVI.
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CCLD Review is a quarterly

Schedule of board and council meetings swaliesitien @i e hlnnssei
Department of Labor and

Below is a schedule of meetings for boards and council supported Industry.

by CCLD.

Receive email notification
when an issue is available by

Visit dli.mn.gov/about-department/boards-and-councils to view T —

meeting minutes, agendas, rulemaking documents and schedules
for these meetings and additional boards and councils. Contact information

CCLD main contact info

Board of Electricity Board of High Pressure Piping Phone:  651-284-5012

* Jan.9, 2024 * Jan. 11,2024 Toll-free:  1-800-657-3944
e April9, 2024 e July 11, 2024 Fax: 651-284-5746

e July9, 2024 .

e Oct.8,2024 Plumbing Board Visit the Contact Us page

O Ll L, Ak Licensing information
Construction Codes April 16, 2024 DLI.License @state.mn.us
Advisory Council e July 16, 2024 Business/contractor licenses and
e Feb. 29, 2024 Oct. 15, 2024 bonds: 651-284-5034
(Including: electrical, HPP, plumbing,
residential, manufactured structures,

Interested in serving on a board or council? mechanical bonds, technology system,
Minnesotans are encouraged to apply for positions on state water conditioning)
councils, boards, task forces and commissions through the .

, .. . Personal licenses and
Secretary of State’s Open Commissions and Appointments process. certificates: 651-284-5031

(Including: boiler engineers,

Visit dli.mn.gov/about-department/boards-and-councils for more electricians, plumbers, power limited
information about how to apply. technicians, pipefitters, unlicensed

individuals, building officials)

Electrical information
Phone: 651-284-5026

Fax: 651-284-5746
DLI.Electricity@state.mn.us

Translated documents, Language Line available
Boiler, high-pressure piping,

A selection of documents and web

HOJA DE DATOS DEL LIBRO DE G0DIGOS boats-for-hire inspection
pages related to building codes, e Phone: 651-284-5544
workers’ compensation, workplace CODGORESDENCALDEMNNESOTA ) | Fax: 651-284-5746
safety, apprenticeship and more DLI.Code@state.mn.us
have been translated into various e e s o .
languages. ettt Plumbing information

Phone: 651-284-5063
Fax: 651-284-5746
DLI.Plumbing@state.mn.us

Additionally, DLI has access to
Language Line, a free language o
translation service for limited-English | | ves os covos snarumauenre snunen |48 i License enforcement details
SpeakerS. ] Phone: 651-284-5069
Fax: 651-284-5746
DLI.Contractor@state.mn.us

PARA COMPRAR LIBROS DE CODIGOS

International Code Council (Consejo Internacional de Codigos)
httpsi//sh htmi

View the translated documents and
instructions to access Language Line at

m e Suas o Tadons ez Contractor registration
www.dli.mn.gov/about-department/ Phone: 651-284-5074
about-dli/translated-materials. DLI.register@state.mn.us
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Q&A: Minnesota Plumbing Code

Question: From where should the measurement for the critical level of a urinal flushometer atmospheric
vacuum breaker be taken?

Answer: The measurement is taken from the
critical level marked on the vacuum breaker

tube of the urinal’s flushometer, or the bottom

of the vacuum breaker to the top of the urinal.
During flushing, the water enters the top of urinal
chamber. It then flows into the fixture through
openings in the top rim and spreads across the
back of the urinal, rinsing, then flowing out
through the trap.

As shown in the image at right, the vacuum
breaker tube is too short and must be corrected so
that the critical level is 6 inches above the top of
the urinal.

The critical level (C-L or C/L) marking on a
backflow prevention device or vacuum breaker
is a point conforming to approved standards and
established by the testing laboratory (usually stamped on the device by the manufacturer) that determines

the minimum elevation above the floodlevel rim of the fixture or receptor served at which the device may be
installed. Where a backflow prevention device does not bear a critical level marking, the bottom of the vacuum
breaker, combination valve, or the bottom of such approved device constitutes the critical level.

In this image, the vacuum breaker tube is too short and must be
corrected.

Water closet and urinal flushometer valves must be protected against backflow by an approved backflow
prevention assembly, device or method. Where the valves are equipped with an atmospheric vacuum breaker,
the vacuum breaker must be installed on the discharge side of the flushometer valve with the critical level not
less than 6 inches, or the distance according to its listing, above the overflow rim of a water closet bowl or the
highest part of a urinal (see 603.5.1 Atmospheric Vacuum Breaker).

Minnesota inspectors attend electrical code training

Minnesota’s electrical inspectors attended the Western
Section meeting of the International Association of Electrical
Inspectors (IAEl) in West Virginia in September 2023.

The conference addressed many topics such as electric
vehicle charging, Class 4 Systems, and cannabis oil
extraction. The Western Section is the largest of six IAEI
sections and includes 17 states across the center United
States. Minnesota’s electrical division has supported IAEI
for decades and is actively engaged in the 2026 National
Electrical Code-making process.
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Electrical inspectors Vern Dose, Luke Nemeth, Scott
Higgins, Mark Hunter and Dean Hunter.



Unlicensed contractor fined $24,500

e An unlicensed contractor operating out of Browerville and Long Prairie, Minnesota, was
found to have engaged in residential remodeling work without a license. The contractor
was ordered to cease and desist from the unlicensed activities and fined $24,500.

e An Arkansas contractor was found to have engaged in unlicensed electrical work. The
contractor was ordered to cease and desist from the unlicensed activity and fined $7,500. E“f°’h'feme“t
acaons
e An unlicensed Shakopee, Minnesota, contractor was found to have engaged in plumbing
and electrical work without having the appropriate contractor licenses. The contractor was ordered to
cease and desist from the unlicensed activity and fined $4,000, which was stayed contingent on future
compliance.

e Alicensed Golden Valley, Minnesota, residential building contractor was found to have breached contracts
with multiple homeowners, demonstrating financial irresponsibility. DLI revoked the contractor’s business
license and assessed a $10,000 fine.

e Alicensed Woodbury, Minnesota, residential building contractor was found to have breached contracts
with multiple homeowners by failing to complete projects after receiving payments. DLI revoked the
contractor’s license and assessed a $30,000 fine, which was stayed contingent on full future compliance
and full cooperation with homeowners seeking to apply for potential reimbursement to the Contractor
Recovery Fund.

More information
View summaries of enforcement actions at dli.mn.gov/workers/homeowners/file-complaint-and-view-
enforcement-actions. Contact us at 651-284-5069 or dli.contractor@state.mn.us.

STAY IN TOUCH WITH
DLI NEWS

\Nlz

Statewide electrical inspector meeting

On Oct. 27, 2023, the CCLD Electrical Division hosted a

statewide electrical inspector meeting in St. Michael, Sign up for newsletters and email lists.
Minnesota, for over 80 electrical inspectors. Inspectors from
municipal areas representing Duluth, Rochester, Burnsville, * building officials * workers’ comp

Woodbury, the University of Minnesota and St. Paul also * permittechnician e  prevailing wage

attended. Topics included 2023 National Electrical Code * labor sta.ndards * apprenticeship

. .. . . . e rulemaking e and more.
changes, solar and carnival electrical inspections, licensing
and building separation. Thank you to the Minneapolis JATC www.dli.mn.gov/about-department/news-and-
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Electrical representatives participate in MASMS annual conference

For approximately 10 years, DLI Electrical Representatives Sheldon
Monson and Steven Dudley have participated in the annual Minnesota
Educational Facilities Management Professionals Association (MASMS)
Conference in St. Cloud, Minnesota, conducted in October.

DLI attends this conference to assist schools that are planning to, or
are currently, performing electrical work within their facilities to help
them comply with licensing requirements.

MASMS is a group of more than 700 individuals who work in the areas
of facilities, grounds, health and safety operations for Minnesota
schools and higher education.

The tradeshow floor of the annual Minnesota
Educational Facilities Management Professionals
Association Conference.

This conference helps DLI provide outreach to the schools about the
licensing requirements for electrical work. DLI achieves this through
presentations, staffing a booth at the tradeshow and meeting with

attendees individually. This has been a great resource that allows DLI to network with school representatives.

Read more about electrical safety in Minnesota schools at dli.mn.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/eli_bulletin_school.pdf.

Xcel Energy revises Time of Day Meter Program

Xcel Energy recently revised their Electric Vehicle
(EV) Time of Day Meter Program requirements.
The revision clarifies a long-standing practice
that Xcel Energy will not allow additional sources
of electricity to a detached garage or structure
when an EV service is constructed on the
building.

At the time of installation of the new EV service,
Xcel’s customers who wish to take part in

the program will need to have the electrical
contractor remove any additional branch circuits
or feeders to the detached garage or structure Remaval of existing service/branch circult/backieed will be required o be |

disconnected before Xcel Energy will run any service to that structure.

before service will be provided. sl isdct bk e ]

Xcel Energy notes that from an electrical inspection standpoint, this installation would be compliant with

the National Electrical Code (NEC) in accordance with section 230.2(D). Xcel states that the removal of the
additional source(s) is for worker safety reasons. As a utility, Xcel Energy has the authority to determine what
conditions are necessary for a customer to be provided with electric service. This requirement is similar to a
utility requiring a by-pass meter enclosure or dictating how load control wiring is completed, so a customer can
take part in their off-peak programs.

DLI is aware that other utilities may allow additional branch circuits or feeders, along the EV service, to be
connected at the same structure which complies with the NEC.
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