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Meeting Minutes:  Plumbing Board  
 
Date:  April 15, 2025 
Time:  9:30 a.m. 
Minutes by: Lyndy Logan 
Location: Minnesota Room, DLI, 443 Lafayette Rd. No., St. Paul, MN 55155 

 

Members 
1. Karl Abrahamson (Secretary) 
2. Sam Arnold 
3. Richard Becker (Chair)  
4. Kent Erickson (Vice Chair)   
5. Adam Johnson 
6. Jonathan Lemke 
7. Justin Parizek  
8. Bruce Pylkas 
9. Rick Wahlen   
10. Mike Westemeier (DLI CO’s Designee) 
11. Shane Willis – WebEx  
12. Philip Wood – WebEx  
David Weum (MDH CO’s Designee) (Non-V)   

 
Members Absent 
Scott Stewart 

 
DLI Staff & Visitors 
Daniel Becker (DLI) 
Adam Case (Board Counsel, DLI)  
Thomas Eisert (DLI) – WebEx  
Todd Green (DLI) – WebEx  

 

DLI Staff & Visitors continued… 
Brad Jensen (DLI) 
Lyndy Logan (DLI) 
Josiah Moore (DLI) 
Steve Nuebel (DLI) – WebEx  
Sean O’Neil (DLI) 
Kate Perushek (DLI) – WebEx  
Ryan Rehn (DLI) – WebEx  
Anita Anderson (MDH) 
Jason Bethke – City of Blaine (WebEx)  
Andy Campeau (MN Pipe Trades) 
Rick Jacobs (Local 34) 
Mike Johnson (J-Berd Mechanical)  
Dave Lillback – (Local 15) – WebEx  
Arlen Madsen (City of Eagan) – WebEx  
Don McKeever (McKeever Well Drilling) – WebEx  
David Nickelson (Uponor) – WebEx  
Tom Pahkala (Local 15) – WebEx  
Ryan SanCartier (MMCA) 
Jennifer Schaff (County Materials) – WebEx  
Sam Steffl (Water Well Drilling) – WebEx  
Scott Thompson (My Plumbing Training)  
Chad Whiting (U of M) – WebEx  
 

1. Call to Order, Chair  
A. Chair Richard Becker (“Becker”) called the meeting to order at 9:34 AM. The secretary took roll 

call, and a quorum was declared with 12 of 13 voting members present in person or via WebEx.  

B. Announcements – Introductions (members and attendees) – Chair Becker 

• Everyone present in person and remotely can hear all discussions. 

• All votes will be taken by roll call if any member attends remotely.  

• All handouts discussed and WebEx instructions are posted on the Board’s website.  

• WebEx instructions/procedures can be found on the board’s website at: 

https://www.dli.mn.gov/about-department/boards-and-councils/plumbing-board 

 

2. Approval of meeting agenda 
A motion was made by Rick Wahlen (“Wahlen”), seconded by Justin Parizek (“Parizek”), to approve the 
agenda as presented. The roll call vote passed unanimously with 12 votes in favor; the motion carried.   

 

3. Approval of previous meeting minutes 
A motion was made by Kent Erickson (“Erickson”), seconded by Jonathan Lemke (“Lemke”), to approve 
the Jan. 21, 2025, meeting minutes as presented. The roll call vote passed unanimously with 12 votes in 
favor; the motion carried. 

https://www.dli.mn.gov/about-department/boards-and-councils/plumbing-board
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4. Regular Business 
Expense reports were approved.     

5. Special Business 
A. Enforcement & Licensing update – Sean O’Neil  

• Plumbing enforcement actions are updated monthly and can be found here:  
https://www.dli.mn.gov/business/plumbing-contractors/plumbing-enforcement-actions.  

• Contractors who have been fined due to unlicensed activity can be viewed in the CCLD 
Review Newsletter.  

• Licensing Unit/License & Registrations  
o Plumbing contractors   1,756  
o Registered employers  58  
o Master plumbers   3,445  
o Journeyworker plumbers   3,463  
o Registered unlicensed plumbers   6,282  
o Water conditioning contractors   69  
o WC masters   132  
o WC journey workers   170  
o Registered unlicensed WC   239  
o Backflow prevention testers   719  
o Backflow prevention rebuilders   872  
o Pipelaying Bond  291 
o Mechanical Bond  2,600 
o Med Gas Certification  210 
o Exams administered in 2025 (by DLI to date/all trades)  2,246  
o Exams administered PLB-specific in 2025  111  

▪ Master (40), Journeyworker (71)  
o Initial pass rate - Master (80%), Journeyworker (68%) 
o Collective pass rate - Master (85%), Journeyworker (77%) 

• Enforcement Unit  
o Active plumbing investigations   102  
o Orders issued in 2025 (YTD)   23 

▪ Suspension for child support deficiencies not published  
o Investigations closed   25  

 
B. Department update – Mike Westemeier  

• Plumbing plan reviews are now at an eight-week turnaround, no change from the last 
reporting in January. Plumbing Inspections is hiring another inspector in a new territory. 
Currently at a 25% increase in the number of plans submitted to date.  

 
C. Discuss potential Board authorization to initiate rulemaking related to updating the 

Minnesota Plumbing Code.   
• Adam Case (“Case”, Board Counsel, DLI) explained that if the 2024 UPC ad hoc Committee 

finishes reviewing the UPC before the next regular board meeting, the Board could 
authorize Becker to take early steps—like submitting a form to the governor’s office and 
publishing a request for public comments. These steps wouldn’t launch formal rulemaking 
but would streamline the timeline and help align updates with the broader 2026 
construction code revisions. The initial comment period would gather early feedback before 
the formal hearing stage. 
 

https://www.dli.mn.gov/business/plumbing-contractors/plumbing-enforcement-actions
https://www.dli.mn.gov/about-department/news-and-media/ccld-review-newsletter
https://www.dli.mn.gov/about-department/news-and-media/ccld-review-newsletter
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• A motion was made by Bruce Pylkas (“Pylkas”), seconded by Wahlen, to authorize the 
Chair to open rulemaking, which includes submitting the required forms to the Governor’s 
Office and publishing the requests for comments. The roll call vote was unanimous, with 
12 in favor; the motion passed. 

 
D. RFI PB0196 – Minnesota Department of Health (see Attachment A) 

• Case:  Noted that Mike Westemeier (“Westemeier”, DLI) would abstain from voting. 

• Anita Anderson (“Anderson”, Minnesota Department of Health): Presented the Minnesota 
Department of Health’s (MDH) position—building supply includes piping up to fixtures and 
water heaters. Cited NSF standards (e.g., NSF 61) and emphasized PVC suitability for cold 
water (up to 140°F). Highlighted inconsistent plan reviews across jurisdictions. 

• Case: Framed the question as whether PVC could be used up to and through water 
conditioning systems and cold water storage prior to piping toward heaters or fixtures. 

• David Weum (“Weum”, MDH): Pointed out three potential endpoints in the building supply 
definition—meter, pressure tank, or point of use. Described enforcement inconsistency. 
Clarified that they support PVC only before tees or fixtures, not throughout. Argued 
extending building supply to last meter or tank would comply with code and health 
protections. Suggested valve should be added to the definition in future; noted UBC differs. 

• Secretary Karl Abrahamson (“Abrahamson”): Explained supply ends at first shutoff, such as 
a meter or pressure tank. Emphasized distribution piping requires durable materials. Stated 
that current IAPMO standards limit PVC to incoming building supply. Called for an RFA to 
update code if change is desired. Reiterated that misinterpretations could expand PVC use 
too far. Agreed with interpretation that building supply ends at first tank/meter/valve. Said 
no takeoffs are allowed prior to that point. Confirmed water conditioning counts as 
distribution takeoff and cited pressure resilience concerns like water hammer. 

• Mike Westemeier (“Westemeier”, DLI): Shared supply typically ends at first pressure tank 
or meter, depending on layout. Noted varied interpretations from three project examples. 
Highlighted compatibility requirement and lack of clear boundary definition in plans. 

• Brad Jensen (“Jensen”, Chief Plumbing Inspector, DLI): Asked whether extended PVC use 
stemmed from installation practice or availability. Raised licensing questions between well 
and conditioning contractors. Said PVC components are allowed in small, manufactured 
treatment units, but field piping must meet distribution standards. Urged a focus on 
defining supply vs distribution. 

• Anderson: Reaffirmed economic advantage and availability of PVC. Cited support from 
IAPMO and Scott Hamilton, who agreed supply could extend to final pressure tank. 

• Weum: Flagged inconsistent definitions that can lead to unsafe setups. Contacted IAPMO 
and SEC for validation. Believes supply extends to final pressure tank but questioned 
rationale. 

• Jensen: Stressed need for a firm definition of where building supply ends. 

• Becker: Confirmed licensing implications. Said building supply ends at first tank, meter, or 
valve. Called for consistency. 

• Case: Affirmed that resolving the RFI doesn’t prevent rulemaking and submitting an RFA 
later. 

• Wahlen: Raised concern over applying the building supply definition to large municipal 
systems or treatment installations. Highlighted that this could result in extensive PVC use 
inside facilities. 

• Anderson: Said treatment system housing already includes NSF-approved PVC components, 
and usage in those systems should remain consistent with current standards. 

• Wahlen: Warned that valve shutoffs during leaks could trigger water hammer effects that 
PVC may not withstand. 
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• Adam Johnson (“Johnson”): Asked whether moving the pressure tank to the far end of a 
building overrides positioning of the meter or valve. Concluded building supply ends at first 
valve on entry into the building. 

• Wahlen: Hypothesized about placing all components deep inside a building and running 
building supply throughout. Agreed that no takeoffs would be allowed before reaching the 
first defined endpoint. 

• Philip Wood (“Wood”): Pointed out that section 225.0 includes valve and control features, 
reinforcing the use of “valve” in water supply definitions. 

• Parizek: Confirmed building supply ends at pressure tank or point of use/distribution on the 
lot, per section 204.0. 

• Becker: Restated building supply ends at the first meter, pressure tank, or point of use—
whichever comes first.  
 

• A motion was made by Becker, seconded by Sam Arnold (“Arnold”), to answer the 
question posed in RFI PB0196 as “no.” Becker will issue a Final Interpretation to the 
Minnesota Department of Health regarding RFI PB0196, incorporating the analysis 
provided below. The roll call vote passed with a majority—11 in favor and one abstention 
(Westemeier). 
 

o Question: Does “building supply,” as defined by the Minnesota Plumbing Code, end 
after any central water conditioning or treatment equipment and/or after the last 
pressure tank prior to the piping that takes water to water heaters, fixtures or other 
water outlets, thus allowing the use of PVC pipe and fittings for water conditioning and 
treatment equipment and cold-water atmospheric storage tanks? 
 

o Answer: No.    
 

o Analysis: Building Supply, as defined in section 204.0, ends after a water meter, 
pressure tank, or other point of use or distribution on the lot, whichever comes first.  

 

6. Committee Reports 
A. 2024 UPC ad hoc Rulemaking Committee update – Secretary Abrahamson 

• Visit the UPC Committee’s webpage for all RFAs received to date, meeting minutes, and 
future meeting dates. 

• Abrahamson said the Committee has reviewed all chapters except Chapter 15. They are still 
reviewing outstanding RFAs and tabled items. He will provide a spreadsheet showing all 
revisions and amendments.   

B. Construction Codes Advisory Council (CCAC) – Abrahamson (representative) / Lemke 
(alternate) 
• Abrahamson provided a report at the January BOP meeting; the CCAC hasn’t met since Nov. 

21, 2024 (Abrahamson – representative | Lemke – alternate). 

 

7. Complaints and Correspondence 
A. Variance Petition Denial, Oak-Land Middle School – Larson Engineering  
B. Variance Petition Granted, Xcel Energy St. Paul Service Center – TKDA Inc. 

 

8. Open Forum 
None 

  

https://www.dli.mn.gov/about-department/boards-and-councils/2024-upc-ad-hoc-rulemaking-committee
https://www.dli.mn.gov/about-department/boards-and-councils/construction-codes-advisory-council
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9. Board Discussion 
• A bill under consideration in the state legislature would allow well drillers to perform basic plumbing 

and submit related design work themselves, rather than requiring a master plumber or engineer. 

• Well drillers are currently permitted to install supply piping from the well to the first pressure tank, 
and the legislative update would formalize their ability to submit that scope of work directly. 

• The legislative intent appears focused on reducing reliance on DLI review and inspection when 
installations fall under MDH’s jurisdiction and rules. 

• The proposal may impact review processes and could potentially lead to confusion or jurisdictional 
overlaps between MDH and DLI. 

• If necessary, the board may hold a special meeting to provide input to the legislature. 

• Increased environmental well drilling activity—including systems for air conditioning—is 
contributing to complexity in oversight. 

• Uninspected piping systems installed by well contractors may raise liability concerns for plumbers 
responding to failures, especially if building supply piping runs through the building without 
inspection. 

 

10. Announcements 
Next regular quarterly meeting – 9:30 a.m., 3rd Tuesday of each quarter – DLI / WebEx 

• July 15, 2025 (annual meeting – election of officers) 

• Oct. 21, 2025 

 

11. Adjournment 
A motion was made by Pylkas, seconded by Lemke, to adjourn the meeting at 11:07 a.m.  The roll call 
vote was unanimous, with 12 votes in favor of the motion; the motion passed. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Karl Abrahamson 
Karl Abrahamson 
Secretary 

 
Green meeting practices 
The State of Minnesota is committed to minimizing in-person environmental impacts by following green meeting practices. 
DLI is minimizing the environmental impact of its events by following green meeting practices. DLI encourages you to use 
electronic copies of handouts or to print them on 100% post-consumer processed chlorine-free paper, double-sided. 



Plumbing Board 
c/o Department of Labor and Industry 
443 Lafayette Road North 
St. Paul, MN  55155-4344 
www.dli.mn.gov Plumbing Board 

Request for Interpretation PRINT IN INK or TYPE 

NAME OF SUBMITTER Rule(s) to be interpreted (e.g., 4714.0330) 

The Minnesota Plumbing Code (MN Rules, Chapter 4714) is available at www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/PlumbingCode.asp 
Has a request for interpretation been submitted to Department of Labor and Industry (DLI) staff, either as a verbal 
request or a written request?     Yes  No 
If “No,” contact DLI staff at 651-284-5898. The DLI is responsible for administration and interpretation of the Minnesota 
Plumbing Code, and all requests must be processed and provided a DLI interpretation before being referred to the 
Plumbing Board. This form is intended to be used to request an interpretation from the Plumbing Board only as a 
resolution of dispute with DLI interpretation. 
Code/Rule to be interpreted: Name of DLI employee gave interpretation: Date interpretation originally requested: 

Provide a copy of the DLI interpretation with this request (a copy must be provided as reference). 
Is there a local dispute with an Inspector of other official? If Yes, state the name or type of official 

 Yes  No 
State the circumstances of the initial dispute: 

Explain what you disagree with the interpretation given to you by DLI staff: 

Attachment A
PB0196.RFI.Definition of Building Supply.Dept. of Health.Rec'd 4.7.2025

Page 6 of 20

http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/PlumbingCode.asp


What is your interpretation of the language: 

List any other information you would like the Board to consider: 

Information regarding submitting this form: 
• Submit any supporting documentation to be considered electronically to DLI.CCLDBOARDS@state.mn.us. Once

your Request For Interpretation form has been received, it will be assigned a file number. Please reference this file
number on any correspondence and supplemental submissions.

Information for presentation to the Committee: 
• You will be notified with the date of the Committee Meeting in which your Request For Interpretation will be heard.
• Limit presentations to 5 minutes or less.
• Be prepared to answer questions regarding the Code, the circumstances that led to the dispute and please bring

copies of any documentation.
What you can do if you disagree with the Board’s determination: 
• You may appeal the Board’s determination pursuant to Minn. Stat. Chapter 14.

Submitted by: 

NAME FIRM NAME 

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

PHONE SIGNATURE (original or electronic) DATE 

Page 7 of 20

mailto:DLI.CCLDBOARDS@state.mn.us


Office Use Only 
RFI File No. Date Received by DLI Dated Received by Board Date of Board Meeting 

Title of RFI By: 

This material can be made available in different forms, such as large print, Braille or on a tape.  To request, call 1-800-342-5354 (DIAL-DLI). 

For assistance or questions on completing this form, please call 651-284-5898 or 651-284-5889. 

Mailing address: 
Plumbing Board 

c/o Department of Labor and Industry 
443 Lafayette Road North 
St. Paul, MN  55155-4344 

*** Please remember to attach all necessary explanations and supporting documentation*** 
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443 Lafayette Road N., St. Paul, MN  55155 • (651) 284-5005 • www.dli.mn.gov 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

Division of Construction Codes and Licensing 
REPORT ON PLUMBING PLANS 

 

PROJECT: Glenmore Resort's Water Treatment Plant, 1017 Glenmore Road, Greenwood Township, St. Louis 

County, Minnesota, Plan No. PB-R2303-0177 
 
OWNERSHIP: Glenmore Resort c/o Paul Hrvol, 1017 Glenmore Drive, Tower, MN 55790 
SUBMITTER: Midwest Water Engineering, 19406 East Bethel Boulevard, East Bethel, MN 55011 
 
Plans Dated:  May 2, 2023;  Signed by Engineer of Record:  May 9, 2023 
Initial Date Received:  March 23, 2023 
Last Date Received:  May 10, 2023 

Date Approved:  May 11, 2023 
 

This review is limited to the provisions of the Minnesota Plumbing Code, Minnesota Rules, Chapter 4714 and 

assumes the data on which the design is based are correct.  Approval is contingent upon meeting the requirements 

listed below.  A copy of the approved plans and this report must be retained at the project location. 

 

INSPECTIONS:  The Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry (DLI) will be inspecting the plumbing for 

this project, including utility installations.  Please contact Brad Jensen at 218/290-1591 for all plumbing 

inspections.  No plumbing work may be covered prior to inspection.  The installer must verify that the required 

inspection fee has been submitted before scheduling.  A separate permit may be required for interior plumbing and 

site utilities.  For additional information, visit our website at: http://www.dli.mn.gov/business/plumbing-

contractors/plumbing-inspections  

 
 1. All plumbing shall be installed in accordance with Chapter 4714.  All pipe, fittings, traps, fixtures, 

materials, and devices shall be listed or labeled by a third-party listing agency and comply with the 
applicable standards referenced in the code (see Sections 301.2 and 1701.1). 

 
 2. Verify that the existing water supply and waste systems are sized for any additional loads/losses (see 

Sections 610.7 through 610.12 and 703.0). The re-use of existing fixtures is prohibited unless the fixtures 
conform to the current Minnesota Plumbing Code (see part 4714.0101, subparts 3 and 4). 

 
 3. No fitting, fixture and piping connection, appliance, device, or method of installation shall be used that 

obstructs or retards the flow of water unless it is indicated as acceptable or is approved in accordance with 
Section 301.1 of this code. Verify the treatment system isolation valves/fittings, injection unit, flow sensors, 
meters, sample points, etc. do not obstruct or impede the flow to an extent detrimental to the system. 

 
 4. Potable and nonpotable water distribution systems and outlets must be identified per Section 601.3. 
 
 5. The water treatment installations appear manufactured as a complete system or assembled as such per 

Section 611.1.1.  All wetted surface materials must comply with ASNI/NSF 61 and/or equipment shall 
comply with the applicable NSF standards as listed in Table 1701.1.  Code-complying labeling of all 
equipment must be per Section 611.1.2. 

 
 6. The potable water supply tanks, interior tank coatings, and/or liners must comply with NSF 61.  The 

pressurized tanks shall be provided with a listed pressure-relief valve installed in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s installation instructions and discharged per Section 608.5 (see Section 607.2 through 607.5). 

 
 
 
 

Page 9 of 20
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Glenmore Resort's Water Treatment Plant 

Plumbing 

Plan No. PB-R2303-0177 

Page 2 of 3 

May 11, 2023 

 
 7. The atmospheric tanks used for the potable water supply shall be tightly covered and vented in accordance 

with the manufacturer’s installation instructions.  Such vents must open downward and be screened with a 
corrosion-resistant material of not less than #24 mesh.  The vent opening must not be in an environment that 
can contaminate the water supply.  The tanks must have an overflow pipe opened downwards with the same 
screen requirements.  The overflow pipe shall be sufficient diameter to permit discharge via air gap of 
surplus water exceeding the maximum filling rate (see Sections 607.3 through 607.4). 

  
 8. The receptor or fixture receiving indirect discharge from the conditioning equipment and/or storage tanks 

must always maintain air gap, be located in the same room, approved by this office, and have shape and 
capacity to prevent splashing or flooding (see Sections 802.1 and 804.1). 

 
 9. Indirect waste pipes 5 to 15 feet in length from appliances, devices, or equipment not regularly classed as 

plumbing fixtures, but which are equipped with drainage outlets, must be trapped, but the traps need not be 
vented (see Section 803.3).  Traps on indirect wastes longer than 15 feet must be vented and such vents may 
not combine with sewer-connected vents.  Indirect wastes less than 15 feet in length may not be smaller than 
the equipment outlet or ½-inch, whichever is larger. 

 

10. Water conditioning equipment must discharge to the drainage system by an air gap per Table 603.3.1, or an 

air gap device per Table 603.2, NSF 58, or IAPMO PS 65 (see Section 611.2).  Pipe and tubing used in 

water conditioning installations must comply with NSF Standard 14, 42, 44, 53, 55, 58, 62, or the 

appropriate material standard in Table 1401.1 (see Section 611.3). 

 

11. Readily accessible isolation valves installed by a licensed plumber are required for all water conditioning 

installations.  Water conditioning contractors may not install isolation valves, pipes larger than 2-inch, or 

any connection to the existing drainage system without an air gap (see Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 

326B.50). 
 
12. Water pressure booster pumps must have a low-pressure cutoff switch within 5 feet from the inlet set at 10 

psi minimum (see Section 609.8).  A pressure gauge must be located between the shutoff valve and the 
pump. 

 

13. No water, soil, or waste pipe shall be installed or permitted attics, crawl spaces, exterior walls, or outside a 

building unless necessary and adequate provisions are made to protect from freezing (see Section 312.6). 

 
14. Full-way gate or ball valves must be provided at all locations described under Section 606.2, including on 

the discharge side of the water meter and on each unmetered water supply.  Unions shall be installed not 
more than 12 inches from water heating or regulating equipment, water conditioning tanks, and similar 
equipment requiring service by removal or replacement (see Section 609.5). 

 

15. Pipe hangers and supports shall comply with Section 313.0 and Table 313.3. 

 

16. All materials used in potable water systems must meet the requirements of NSF 61 (see Section 604.1).  

Pipe and fittings with lead content must not exceed 0.25 percent lead in the wetted surface material (see 

Section 604.2).  Solder and flux shall contain less than 0.2 percent lead.  Joints must use ASTM B813 non-

corrosive non-toxic paste-type flux (see Section 605.1.4). 
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Glenmore Resort's Water Treatment Plant 

Plumbing 

Plan No. PB-R2303-0177 

Page 3 of 3 

May 11, 2023 

 
17. The details appear to reference the use of Schedule 80 PVC in the water systems.  Proposed PVC pipe and 

fittings may be used only as approved for cold water application and must meet ASTM D1785 and NSF 61 
(Section 604.1).  If CPVC will be used, it must meet Section 605.2 and Table 604.1: 
a. Pipes must meet ASTM Standards D2846, F441, F442, or CSA B137.6. 
b. Solvent cement must comply with ASTM F493.  Solvent cement requiring the use of primer must be 

orange.  Primer must meet ASTM F656 and be colored.  Listed one-step yellow or red solvent cement 
is permitted for ½-inch through 2-inch ASTM D2846 pipes and ASTM F442 ½-inch through 3-inch 
pipes only. 

c. Push-fit fittings must comply with ASSE 1061. 
d. The installation must include provisions for expansion and contraction (see Section 312.2). 

 
18. The plumbing system shall be tested in accordance with Sections 609.4 and 712.0.  
 
19. The completed water distribution system shall be flushed and disinfected per Section 609.9. 
 
NOTE(S): 
 
 1. The scope of this project consists of remodeling an existing facility.  The plumbing installation includes a 

chlorine injection water treatment system with chemical feed/injectors, water filters, flow meters, two 
pressure potable water storage tanks, two atmospheric potable water storage tanks, and repressurization 
pumps to the existing water services and distribution systems. 

 
 2. This facility is served by an existing on-site septic system and an existing private well. 
 
 3. The licensing authority may require additional plans, information and fee.  Changes to the plumbing system 

may result.  Any significant plumbing changes must be approved by this office prior to installation.  Contact 
information for the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) state and local environmental health offices 
licensing food, beverage, and lodging facilities can be found at: 
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/food/docs/license/locals.pdf  

 
 4. The MDH Noncommunity Public Water Supply Unit has reviewed and approved the facility chemical water 

treatment as a PWS as of March 21, 2023 under Plan No. 230403 and PWSID 5690930. 

 
Authorization may be withdrawn if installation does not begin within one year.  Additional requirements may 
result from changed conditions or additional information. 
 
Approved: 
 
 
 
Zachary D. Barnaal  
Public Health Engineer 
Plumbing Plan Review and Inspections Unit 
651/284-5888; Zachary.Barnaal@state.mn.us 
 

cc: Midwest Water Engineering 

 Cartwright Consulting Co. LLC c/o Peter Cartwright 

 P & K Plumbing LLC c/o Phil Mauriala 

 Glenmore Resort c/o Paul Hrvol 

 File 
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443 Lafayette Road N., St. Paul, MN  55155 • (651) 284-5005 • www.dli.mn.gov 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

Division of Construction Codes and Licensing 
REPORT ON PLUMBING PLANS 

 

PROJECT: The Harbors LLC Maintenance Building, 1022 E Stanley Road, T52-R11 Township, Lake County, 

Minnesota, Plan No. PB-R2405-0119 
 
OWNERSHIP: John Leupke, 1022 East Stanley Road, Two Harbors, MN 55616 
SUBMITTER: Midwest Water Engineering LLC, 19406 East Bethel Blvd NE, Cedar, MN 55011 
 
Plans Dated:  Refer to DLI stamped documents 
Initial Date Received:  May 13, 2024 
Last Date Received:  October 22, 2024 

Date Approved:  October 25, 2024 
 

This review is limited to the provisions of the Minnesota Plumbing Code, Minnesota Rules, Chapter 4714 and 

assumes the data on which the design is based are correct. Approval is contingent upon meeting the requirements 

listed below. A copy of the approved plans and this report must be retained at the project location. 

 

INSPECTIONS:  The Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry (DLI) will be inspecting the plumbing for 

this project, including site utility installations. Please contact Brad Jensen, at 218/290-1591, for all plumbing 

inspections. No plumbing work may be covered prior to inspection. The installer must verify that the required 

inspection fee has been submitted before scheduling. A separate permit may be required for interior plumbing and 

site utilities. For additional information, visit our website at:  

http://www.dli.mn.gov/business/plumbing-contractors/plumbing-inspections 
 
REQUIREMENTS: 
 

 1. All plumbing must be installed in accordance with the 2020 Minnesota Plumbing Code, Chapter 4714. All 

pipe, fittings, traps, fixtures, materials, and devices shall be listed or labeled by a third-party listing agency 

and comply with the applicable standards referenced in the code (see Sections 301.2 and 1701.1). 

 

 2. All sanitary drainage piping must be installed with a uniform slope of at least ¼-inch per foot (see Sections 

708.1 and 718.1). Where site conditions preclude this, a slope of ⅛-inch per foot minimum may be used for 

piping 4 inches and larger.  

 

 3. Changes in direction in drainage piping must be made by appropriate use of wyes and bends (see Section 

706.0). Sanitary tees are not allowed for vertical to horizontal or horizontal to horizontal direction changes.  

 

 4. Floor drains serving as a receptor must be individually vented (see Section 1002.2). A 2-inch trap must be 

located within 5 feet of its vent, a 3-inch trap must be located within 6 feet of its vent, and a 4-inch or larger 

trap must be located within 10 feet of its vent (see Table 1002.2).  

 

 5. Trench drains must comply with ASME A112.6.3, ASME A112.3.1, or be constructed of water-tight 

material and joints tested by filling with water to the flood level rim (see Section 423.1).   

 

 6. Plumbing fixtures receiving indirect discharge must have shape and capacity to prevent splashing or 

flooding (see Sections 802.1 and 804.1).  

 
 7. PEX systems may not exceed 10 feet per second for cold water or 8 feet per second for hot water (see 

Appendix I). The hot water distribution branch serving two clothes washers must be at least ¾ inches in 
size.  
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 8. The water closet must comply with ASME A112.19.2/CSA B45.1, ASME A112.19.3/CSA B45.4, or CSA 

B45.5/IAPMO Z124 and may not exceed 1.6 gallons per flush. A dual flush water closet must meet ASME 

A112.19.14. The closet must have an elongated bowl with an open-front seat or an automatic seat cover 

dispenser (see Section 411.0). 

 

 9. The lavatory must have an ASSE 1070/ASME A112.1070/CSA B125.70 mixing valve or an ASSE 1084 

water heater limiting the hot water temperature to 110 degrees Fahrenheit or less. Faucets must limit flow to 

0.5 gpm at 60 psi. A metering faucet may not exceed 0.25 gallons per cycle (see Sections 407.2 and 407.3). 

Accessible lavatories must meet Section 403.0. 

 

10. Water supply connections to fixtures or equipment which have inlets below the spill line must be provided 

with a code compliant air gap or an approved backflow preventer (see Section 602.3).  

 

11. Equipment used for heating water or storing hot water shall be protected by approved safety devices in 

accordance with Sections 504.4, 504.5, and 504.6. Discharge piping shall be an approved temperature-rated 

material the same size as the valve outlet terminating by air gap within 18 inches of the floor or a safe place 

of disposal (see Section 608.5). 

 

12. A full-way valve must be provided on the cold water supply line to the water heater (see Section 606.2).  

 

13. Unions must be installed not more than 12 inches from water heating or regulating equipment, water 

conditioning tanks, and similar equipment requiring service by removal or replacement (see Section 609.5).  

 

14. Water hammer arrestors meeting ASSE 1010 or PDI-WH-201 must be installed as close as possible to 

quick-acting valves where water hammer occurs (see Section 609.10).  

 

15. Where a booster pump is connected to a building supply or underground water pipe, a low-pressure cutoff 

switch on the inlet side of the pump must be installed not more than 5 feet of the inlet (see Section 609.8). 

The cutoff switch must be set for no less than 10 psi, and a pressure gauge must be installed between the 

shutoff valve and the pump. 

 

16. Potable water supply tanks must comply with the requirements of Section 607.0. 

 

17. Pipe hangers and supports must comply with Section 313.0 and Table 313.3.  

 

18. A cleanout is required near the connection of each building drain and each building sewer (see Section 

719.1).  

 

19. A cleanout is required at each kitchen sink or urinal regardless of its location in the building (see Section 

707.4). 

 

20. Each horizontal drain branch on or below the floor level of the building drain shall be provided with a 

cleanout at its upper terminal with the following exceptions (see Section 707.4): 

 a. A cleanout is not required if the branch is less than five feet unless it serves sinks or urinals. 

 b. A cleanout is not required on a drain that is 72 degrees or less from the vertical unless it serves kitchen 

sinks or urinals.  
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21. Cleanout openings may not be smaller than required in Table 707.1 (see Section 707.10). A cleanout must 

be installed where there is an increase in pipe size from 2 inches to 3 inches and from 3 inches to 4 inches.  

 

22. The horizontal distance between cleanouts may not exceed 100 feet (see Section 707.4). A cleanout must be 

provided for each total change of direction exceeding 135 degrees in any horizontal drainage line.  

 

23. Water supply pipe must be installed at least 10 feet horizontally from any manhole, catch basin, or other 

sources of contamination, including septic tanks, forcemains, pressurized piping routed to mound systems, 

and drainfields (see Section 609.6.1). The 10-foot isolation distance must be measured from the outer edge 

of the pipe to the outer edge of the contamination source. 

 

24. Sewers or drainage piping crossing above or less than 12 inches below water piping must be constructed of 

materials approved for use within a building (see Sections 609.2, 720.1, and Table 701.2). The water piping 

should not contain any joints or connections within 10 feet of the crossing. 

 
25. A minimum horizontal separation of 10 feet must be maintained between the water service and any sewer, 

whenever possible (see Section 721.1 and Table 721.1). Common trench installation must comply with 
Sections 609.2, 720.1, and Table 701.2. When the sewer material is not approved for use within a building: 
a. The bottom of the water pipe must be at least 12 inches above the top of the sewer. 
b. The water pipe must be on a solid shelf at least 12 inches horizontally from the sewer. 

 

26. Cleanout intervals may not exceed 100 feet for exterior sanitary sewers (see Section 719.1). Manholes at 

intervals not exceeding 300 feet may be used per Section 719.6.  

 

27. The plans indicate that the water treatment system trench drain has its own building sewer that connects to 

draintile approximately 150 feet south of the building. The combined drain pipe is daylighted approximately 

75 southwest of Building Nos. 25. Sewage or other waste must not be discharged into surface or subsurface 

water unless it first has been subjected to an acceptable form of treatment approved by the Pollution Control 

Agency (see part 4714.0100, subpart W). Provisions must be made to isolate the perforated pipe from the  

trench drain discharge piping so that it can be tested in accordance with Section 723.0. 

 

28. The General Notes on the Raw Water Trench and Potable Water Distribution Plan indicate that directional 

drilling of water supply piping is allowed if already constructed infrastructure impedes the ability to lay the 

pipe in an open trench. Additional information must be submitted for review and approved by DLI prior to 

installation. Each directional drilling location will be considered on a case-by-case basis.   

 

29. All materials used in potable water systems must meet the requirements of NSF 61 (see Section 604.1). Pipe 

and fittings with lead content must not exceed 0.25 percent lead in the wetted surface material (see Section 

604.2).  

 

30. An accessible blue 14 AWG minimum tracer wire suitable for direct bury must be installed for the AWWA 

C901 polyethylene (PE) water supply piping that is being routed near the maintenance building (see Section 

604.10.1). The previous pipe route was approved as a part of Plan No. PB-R2311-0074. 

 

31. Materials used for exterior building sewer piping must comply with Table 701.2.  
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32. Materials used for water distribution piping must comply with Table 604.1. Cross-link polyethylene (PEX) 

water distribution systems must meet Section 605.9: 

a. ASTM F876 tubing must be marked with the standard of the fittings to be used. 

b. The fittings must be marked with ASSE 1061, ASTM F877, ASTM F1807, ASTM F1960, ASTM 

F1961, ASTM F2080, ASTM F2159, ASTM F2735, or CSA B137.5.  

 
33. PVC drain, waste, and vent systems shall meet Table 701.2 and Section 705.6: 

a. Joints must be mechanical or push-on with an ASTM D3212 elastomeric seal, or solvent welded using 
ASTM F656 purple primer and ASTM D2564 solvent cement. Schedule 80 pipe may be threaded. 

b. Support above-ground horizontal pipes at each horizontal branch connection and at least every 4 feet. 

Above-ground runs must use expansion joints every 30 feet per Table 313.3.1.  

 

34. The plumbing system must be tested in accordance with Sections 609.4 and 712.0. The potable water 

system must be disinfected per Section 609.9.  

 

NOTES: 

 

 1. The scope of this project consists of the construction of a new maintenance building. The plumbing includes 

the following: 
a. A water heater, five floor drains, a trench drain, two clothes washers, a kitchen sink, a water closet, and 

a lavatory.  

b. The water supply piping between the lake water pump and the water treatment system in the 

maintenance building. This 2-inch PEX water supply pipe will be installed inside of a 4-inch PE casing 

pipe.    
c. Some of the treated water distribution piping that was approved in Plan No. PB-R2311-0074 is being 

rerouted in concert with the lake water supply piping as a part of this project. 
 

 2. This facility will be served by a surface water source and a new on-site sewage treatment system. The water 

treatment system trench drain has its own building sewer that connects to draintile that is daylighted. 

 

 3. The water treatment system includes, at minimum, three 3,000-gallon water storage tanks, a 3,000-gallon 

backwash storage tank, a 3,000-gallon lake water holding tank, three pressure tanks, three pumps, and 

filters/chemical injection.  

 

 4. Sewage treatment system plans must be reviewed by the appropriate local unit of government for 

compliance with Minnesota Rules, Chapters 7080 or 7081. An additional permit may be required by MPCA 

for design flows over 10,000 gallons per day. MPCA may be contacted at 651-296-6300 or 800-657-3864. 

 

 5. The licensing authority may require additional plans, information, and fees. Changes to the plumbing 

system may result. Any significant plumbing changes must be approved by this office prior to installation. 

Contact information for the state and local environmental health offices for licensing food, beverage, and 

lodging facilities can be found at: 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/food/docs/license/locals.pdf 

 

 The Minnesota Department of Health should be contacted regarding requirements for the lake source water 

system and the water treatment system. 
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 6. The water distribution piping throughout the site was approved as Plan No. PB-R2311-0074. The building 

sewers and interior plumbing for Building Nos. 11 through 20 were approved as Plan No. PB-R2403-0174. 

The building sewers and interior plumbing for Building Nos. 21, 22, 23, and 45 were approved as Plan No.                  

PB-R2403-0172. The building sewers and interior plumbing for Building Nos. 1 through 10 and 24 through 

44 were approved as Plan No. PB-R2403-0175. 
 
 7. The current Minnesota Plumbing Code, Chapter 4714, and related information can be found at: 

http://www.dli.mn.gov/business/plumbing-contractors/2020-minnesota-plumbing-code 
 
Authorization may be withdrawn if installation does not begin within one year. Additional requirements may 
result from changed conditions or additional information. 
 
Approved: 

 
Scott Sawyer, P.E. 
Public Health Engineer 
Plumbing Plan Review and Inspections Unit 
651/284-5803 
scott.sawyer@state.mn.us 
 

cc: Midwest Water Engineering LLC 

 John Leupke 

 File 
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443 Lafayette Road N., St. Paul, MN  55155 • (651) 284-5005 • www.dli.mn.gov 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

Division of Construction Codes and Licensing 
REPORT ON PLUMBING PLANS 

 

PROJECT: Cliff Dweller Water Treatment System, 6452 MN-61, Tofte Township, Cook County, Minnesota, 

Plan No. PB-R2408-0019 
 
OWNERSHIP: Thomas McAleer, 6452 MN-61, Tofte, MN 55615 
SUBMITTER: Midwest Water Engineering LLC, 19406 East Bethel Boulevard NE, Cedar, MN 55011 
 
Plans Dated:  October 17, 2024 
Initial Date Received:  December 18, 2024 
Last Date Received:  February 4, 2025 

Date Approved:  February 11, 2025 
 

This review is limited to the provisions of the Minnesota Plumbing Code, Minnesota Rules, Chapter 4714 and 

assumes the data on which the design is based are correct.  Approval is contingent upon meeting the requirements 

listed below.  A copy of the approved plans and this report must be retained at the project location. 

 

INSPECTIONS:  The Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry (DLI) will be inspecting the plumbing for 

this project, including utility installations.  Please contact Brad Jensen at 218/290-1591 for all plumbing 

inspections.  No plumbing work may be covered prior to inspection.  A separate permit may be required for 

interior plumbing and site utilities.  The installer must verify that the required inspection fee has been submitted 

before scheduling.  Please see: http://www.dli.mn.gov/business/plumbing-contractors/plumbing-inspections  
 
REQUIREMENT(S): 
 
 1. All plumbing shall be installed in accordance with Chapter 4714.  All pipe, fittings, materials, and devices 

shall be listed or labeled by a third-party listing agency and comply with the applicable standards referenced 
in the code (see Sections 301.2 and 1701.1). 

 
 2. The information received January 29, 2025 and February 4, 2025 appears to question the application of the 

Minnesota Plumbing Code terms “building supply”, “water distribution pipe”, and “potable water” to the 
proposed work.  It appears to contend that the well does not supply potable water and is therefore not 
subject to the pipe material and installation requirements of the Minnesota Plumbing Code until a point after 
the proposed filtration system.  The Minnesota Well Index (MWI) indicates that unique well no. 663325 was 
constructed on May 2, 2002 as a non-community public water supply, and its current designation is transient 
non-community public water supply.  It is not identified by the Minnesota Department of Health as a non-
potable water source.  If it were classed as a non-potable water source, it would not be permitted to supply 
the building (see Minnesota Plumbing Code, 4714.0100, A). 

 
 The plans indicate a pressure tank near the building supply entrance to the building.  The water filtration 

system is located downstream of this pressure tank which then discharges indirectly to a battery of six 220-
gallon gravity water storage tanks.  The gravity storage tanks are then connected to a water pressure booster 
system having a pump and pressure tank.   

 
 The term “building supply” means the pipe carrying water from the source of supply to the pressure tank 

(see Section 204.0).  The building supply ends at the first pressure tank in the building, not at a subsequent 
downstream pressure tank contained in a water pressure booster system.  Water conditioning equipment is 
not within the scope of a building supply pipe.  The building supply pipe and water distribution pipes must 
meet the material requirements of the Minnesota Plumbing Code (see Section 604.1 and Table 604.1).  
ASTM D1785 PVC is not permitted for water distribution systems and may not be used downstream of the 
first pressure tank at the building supply entrance to the building (see Table 604.1). 
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 The potable water storage tanks are regulated by the Minnesota Department of Health and by the Minnesota 

Plumbing Code, Section 607.0 and are subject to the requirements of both.  The Minnesota Plumbing Code 
does not recognize these tanks as part of a water conditioning system.  The storage tanks and water pressure 
booster system are means of additional capacity required by Section 608.1 to remedy inadequate well water 
supply. 

 
 3. Submitted information appears to indicate the existing booster pump has been replaced sometime since 

2010 system modifications.  This office could find no record of plan review or approval for these 
modifications.  The submitted specification for the current pump indicates a pump output of 27 gallons per 
minute at 5 feet of suction lift and 50 psi discharge pressure.  Using Appendix A and the submitted 
information, the peak water demand of the plumbing fixtures served is approximately 62 gallons per minute.  
The booster pump supplies less than half of the peak water demand.  Specifications for the pressure tank 
were not provided.  The booster pump must be replaced with a pump that can maintain 15 psi minimum at 
the controlling fixture during the calculated peak demand (see Section 608.1 and Appendix A).  Verify that a 
low-pressure cutoff switch set at 10 psi minimum is located on the pump suction line within 5 feet of the 
inlet (see Section 609.8). 

 

 4. Water distribution piping must comply with applicable standards in Table 604.1, including the following 

partial list: 

 a. Copper water distribution pipe must meet ASTM B42, B43, B75, B88, B135, B251, B302, or B447 

(see Table 604.1).  Push-fit fittings must comply with ASSE 1061.  Press-connect fittings must meet 

ASME B16.51.  These fittings must be installed per the manufacturer’s installation instructions (see 

Section 605.1.3). 

 b. Cross-link polyethylene (PEX) must meet Section 605.9 and Table 604.1: 

  i. The tubing must comply with ASTM F876, ASTM F877, or CSA B137.5.   

  ii. ASTM F876 tubing must be marked with the standard of the fittings to be used. 

 iii. The fittings must be marked with ASSE 1061, ASTM F877, ASTM F1807, ASTM F1960, ASTM 

F1961, ASTM F2080, ASTM F2159, ASTM F2735, or CSA B137.5. 
 c. CPVC water distribution systems must meet Section 605.2 and Table 604.1: 

 i. Pipes must meet ASTM Standards D2846, F441, F442, or CSA B137.6. 
  ii. Solvent cement must comply with ASTM F493.  Solvent cement requiring the use of primer must 

be orange.  Primer must meet ASTM F656 and be colored.  Listed one-step yellow or red solvent 
cement is permitted for ½-inch through 2-inch ASTM D2846 pipes and ASTM F442 ½-inch 
through 3-inch pipes only. 

  iii. Push-fit fittings must comply with ASSE 1061. 
  iv. The installation must include provisions for expansion and contraction (see Section 312.2). 

 
 5. The plumbing system shall be tested in accordance with Sections 609.4 and 712.0. 
 
 6. The water distribution system shall be disinfected per Section 609.9. 
 
NOTE(S): 
 
 1. The scope of this project consists of the remodelling of an existing building.  The plumbing installation 

includes water distribution piping to and from water conditioning filters. 
 
 2. This facility will be served by an existing water supply well and an individual sewage disposal system. 
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 3. The current Minnesota Plumbing Code, Chapter 4714, and related information can be found at: 

http://www.dli.mn.gov/business/plumbing-contractors/2020-minnesota-plumbing-code 
 
Authorization may be withdrawn if installation does not begin within one year.  Additional requirements may 
result from changed conditions or additional information. 
 
Approved: 
 
 
 
Bradley C. Erickson  
Public Health Engineer 
Plumbing Plan Review and Inspections Unit 
http://www.doli.state.mn.us/business/get-licenses-and-permits/plumbing-plan-review  
bradley.erickson@state.mn.us 

651/284-5880 
 

cc: Midwest Water Engineering, LLC 

 Thomas McAleer 

 File 
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Schematic of a Small GWUDI Treatment Plant 
E X A M P L E  O N L Y :  N O T  F O R  C O N S T R U C T I O N  

 

Water is pumped from a well and is treated with chlorine before flowing through filtration and storage.  The final filter is rated for the removal of 
microorganisms. Storage allows for contact time before re-pressurization and service to the distribution system. 

Minnesota Department of Health | Drinking Water Protection | 651-201-4700 | www.health.state.mn.us 

02/14/24 | To obtain this information in a different format, call: 651-201-4700. 
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	NAME OF SUBMITTER: Anita Anderson
	Rules to be interpreted eg 47140330: 4714.0204 - Building Supply
	CodeRule to be interpreted: Definition of Building Supply, Section 204.0
	Name of DLI employee gave interpretation: Mike Westemeier
	Date interpretation originally requested: 2/18/25
	If Yes state the name or type of official: 
	Explain what you disagree with the interpretation given to you by DLI staff: 
MDH believes the interpretation of this definition should not be left to interpretation by individual reviewers. Currently, some noncommunity public water systems (NPWS) are delaying installation of treatment required to protect public health because they are not sure which interpretation of building supply and therefore allowable materials will be made upon plan submittal. In some of these cases, the systems are only replacing a small portion of the treatment system. If the plan is reviewed by a reviewer who interprets treatment piping as water distribution, they may require PVC to be removed from the entire treatment system, not just the replacement section, increasing project cost and causing delay in installation.

MDH does not believe that the definition of Building Supply requires DLI to consider the first instance of a water meter or pressure tank to mark the end of Building Supply and the beginning of Water Distribution Pipe. Furthermore, MDH believes that such an interpretation is unnecessarily restrictive and does not provide a public health benefit when used to evaluate allowable plumbing materials within a water treatment system or anywhere before the entry point to the distribution system. In any case, the inconsistency in acceptance is not workable.



	Circumstances of the initial dispute: Dispute
In their Report on Plumbing Plans for Plan No. PB-R2408-0019, DLI disallowed the use of PVC piping/fittings in a water treatment system, citing Section 604.1 and the definition of Building Supply within the Plumbing Code. 

In contrast, in their Report on Plumbing Plans for Plan No. PB-R2303-0177, DLI allowed the use of PVC piping/fittings in a water treatment system, siting Section 611.1.1, and approving it only for cold water applications.

Finally, in their Report on Plumbing Plans for Plan No. PB-R2405-0119, DLI did not call out the materials used for the   water treatment system, but said the Minnesota Department of Health should be contacted regarding requirements for the lake source water system and the water treatment system.

It is therefore unclear, in situations where there may be multiple pressure tanks or water meters, where building supply ends and water distribution begins and what materials are allowed for use in water treatment systems. The interpretation of this transition point is currently left to individual DLI plan review staff, making it confusing for system designers, MDH plan review engineers, and public water system owners and operators. As shown in the examples above, in some instances, DLI has rejected plumbing plans because PVC plumbing was proposed downstream of their interpreted building supply end point. In other cases, PVC plumbing is accepted. 

MDH does not believe that the definition of Building Supply requires DLI to consider the first instance of a water meter or pressure tank to mark the end of Building Supply and the beginning of Water Distribution Pipe. Furthermore, MDH believes that such an interpretation is unnecessarily restrictive and does not provide a public health benefit when used to evaluate allowable plumbing materials within a water treatment system or anywhere before the entry point to the distribution system. In any case, the inconsistency in acceptance is not workable.


	Check Box2: Yes
	Check Box3: Off
	Check Box4: Off
	Check Box5: Yes
	What is your interpretation of the language: Our interpretation is that building supply ends after any central water conditioning or treatment equipment and/or after the last pressure tank prior to the piping that takes water to water heaters, fixtures or other water outlets, thus allowing the use of PVC pipe and fittings for water conditioning and treatment equipment and cold-water atmospheric storage tanks.

It should be noted that this interpretation is consistent with 4714.0611 that requires wetted surface materials used in water conditioning equipment to comply with ANSI/NSF 61 standards.



	List any other information you would like the Board to consider: Background
The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) has the authority to review plans for public water systems under Minnesota Rules, Chapter 4720. Public water systems are classified as either community public water systems (CPWS), serving year-round residents, or noncommunity public water systems (NPWS). NPWS include facilities such as restaurants, campgrounds, and manufacturing facilities.

The source of water supply for NPWS can either be a public water supply well or a surface water source. Groundwater well sources may require treatment to have the water quality meet the standards of the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) (e.g., arsenic or nitrate removal or chlorine disinfection). Surface water sources always require filtration and disinfection treatment to meet requirements of the SDWA. Other NPWS install water conditioning equipment to remove aesthetic contaminants such as hardness or iron.

The treatment systems at NPWS are often located in a building that houses other portions of the facility (e.g., in the basement of a lodge at a resort), although sometimes they may be in a separate building that houses only the treatment system. Sometimes, the treatment systems require atmospheric storage tanks to allow for a consistent flow rate through the treatment process. In other cases, wells require atmospheric storage tanks to make up for low production of the water supply well. In either of these situations, NPWS systems may have two sets of pumps and pressure tanks: one set to control the well or lake pump and push water through the treatment system or to the atmospheric tanks, and one set downstream of the atmospheric tanks for supplying water to the distribution systems (fixtures and other water outlets). See attached Schematic of a Small GWUDI Treatment Plant as an example.

Supporting Arguments
PVC is only an allowed material per Minnesota Plumbing Code Table 604.1 for Building Supply pipe and fittings. Building Supply is defined in the Minnesota Plumbing Code, section 204.0 as "Means the pipe carrying potable water from the municipal water supply or source of water supply to a building water meter, pressure tank, or other point of use or distribution on the lot". 

The paragraphs in the “Background” section illustrate that there may be numerous treatment, storage, and pressurization components at a NPWS facility, some of which may be required by law, and all of which occur prior to the distribution piping that conveys water directly to end-use fixtures or water heaters. In these cases, Building Supply should not be defined as ending at the first pressure tank because this would mean all downstream piping within the treatment, storage, and pressurization system would necessarily be considered Water Distribution Pipe. Piping within these treatment systems should not be considered Water Distribution Pipe because:
1) This piping does not supply “plumbing fixtures or other water outlets” as defined in the Code;
2) Building supply piping is not always directly connected to downstream distribution piping, rather it could be connected through a series of treatment processes, storage tanks, and/or pumps;
3) The concerns for use of PVC in distribution plumbing is not relevant because this plumbing is upstream of hot water systems. 


Water treatment plants and water conditioning systems are commonly constructed to include PVC plumbing components. It can be preferred by designers to use PVC piping materials and fittings in the treatment and storage situations described above for reasons including:
1) Copper is a regulated contaminant under the SDWA and can be corroded at the chlorine injection site, thereby imparting copper into the drinking water,
2) For certain treatment layouts such as filter manifolds, PVC’s rigidity may provide advantages over more flexible materials like PEX, allowing for neater installations and more secure support of valves, meters, or sampling ports, and
3) PVC is more economical than CPVC and is appropriate for cold-water conditions present in treatment systems and atmospheric storage tanks.




	NAME: Anita Anderson
	FIRM NAME: Minnesota Department of Health
	ADDRESS: 11 E. Superior Street Suite 290
	CITY STATE ZIP CODE: Duluth, MN 55802
	PHONE: 218-302-6143
	SIGNATURE original or electronic: Anita C. Anderson
	DATE: 4/3/25
	RFI File No: PB0196
	Date Received by DLI: 4/7/2025
	Dated Received by Board: 4/8/2025
	Date of Board Meeting: 4/15/2025
	Title of RFI: PB0196.RFI.Definition of Building Supply
	By: Lyndy Logan


