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Agenda

• Update on compliance activities

• Introduction to AIHA’s “Focus Four for Health”

• Introduction to AIHA’s “Focus on Construction Health: COVID-19”

• Questions
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MNOSHA Compliance activity

• Since the start of the pandemic, from March 1 to Dec. 31, 2020:

• Received 18,118 emailed and phone inquiries (up 250% from previous year).

• Complaints included 1,656 non-formal and 278 formal for a total of 1,934, almost 750 
more from the previous year. One-hundred-fifty formal complaints were related to 
COVID-19.

• Conducted 899 inspections, 185 related to COVID-19; issued 1,396 citations. Of these, 
144 citations were issued on COVID-19 inspections, with 51 being violations of the 
General Duty Clause.

• MNOSHA’s Discrimination unit fielded 360 intakes, which resulted in 88 cases that are 
being pursued. Seventy-one cases have been designated as having a COVID-19 
component.
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MNOSHA Compliance activity

• From Oct. 1, 2019, to Sept. 30, 2020, MNOSHA conducted 110 outreach 
events with 9,900 participants (207% increase from previous year).

• Created various preparedness plans in conjunction with other state agencies.

• Created COVID-19 Health and Safety Guidelines for the Meatpacking Industry 
www.dli.mn.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/COVID_19_meatpacking_guidance.pdf

• MNOSHA consultants participated on a team to create and maintain the 
staysafe.mn.gov guidelines.
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Health violations

Most common health violations in the 
past year:

• AWAIR

• Hazard communication

• Asbestos

• Silica

• Carbon monoxide
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Silica in construction

• All obligations commenced Sept. 23, 
2017.

• Since October 2017, six construction 
employers have been cited for 
1926.1153.
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AIHA’s ʻFocus Four for Healthʼ

• New AIHA Construction Committee 
publication.

• Companion to existing Focus Four effort.

• Tool to raise the profile of health hazards in 
construction communities.

• Available at www.aiha.org/government-
affairs/Pages/Position-Statements-and-
Resources.aspx.
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AIHA’s ʻFocus Four for Healthʼ

• OSHA began, in 1994, to spotlight 
the top four fatality sources.

• This had a big impact on:

• inspection targeting;

• training (10- and 30-hour);

• industry activities and partnerships; 
and

• reduction in the fatality rate.
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AIHA’s ʻFocus Four for Healthʼ

Safety is very important – and it now gets considerable attention on 
construction worksites.

• Awareness – good and getting better.

• Active site-safety programs.

• Robust guidance, training and regulation.

• Marketing messages – safety stand-down, excavation stand-down.

• Active enforcement profile – reinforces importance.
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AIHA’s ʻFocus Four for Healthʼ

Health often lags behind and gets inadequate attention on construction 
worksites.

• Lower awareness of health hazards.

• Fewer programs and activities.

• Fewer guidance and training materials.

• Regulatory gaps, including outdated standards and permissible exposure 
limites (PELs).

• Lower enforcement profile – perceived as having a lack of importance.
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AIHA’s ʻFocus Four for Healthʼ

• The case for health:

• more than half of construction workers reported they were regularly exposed to vapors, 
gas, dust or fumes at work two times a week or more – double the rate for all industries 
combined;

• construction and outdoor worker occupations were almost twice as likely as other 
workers to say there was something about their workplace they think may be harmful to 
their health;

• almost three-quarters of construction workers in a 2011 study were found to be exposed 
to noise levels above the NIOSH recommended exposure limits (RELs); and

• overall health risk for developing an occupationally related disease during a lifetime in a 
construction trade was two to six times greater than that for nonconstruction workers.
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AIHA’s ʻFocus Four for Healthʼ

The AIHA Construction Committee Project Team used the following criteria to 
select the Focus Four topics.

• The best available information and professional experience.

• The following impact criteria.
• What is the severity of the health impact on construction workers?

• How many construction workers are likely to be affected?

• How many construction trades are affected?

• What is the level of awareness about this hazard?

• Are there solutions that employers can use to reduce exposures?
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AIHA’s ʻFocus Four for Healthʼ

• What is the hazard?

• How severe are the health effects 
and how common are they?

• What trades are most commonly 
affected?

• How to look at exposures and risks.

• What strategies can be used to 
control this hazard?

• Regulations and guidance.

• How can trade groups help?

• How can an industrial hygienist 
help?

• Takeaway messages.

• Additional resources.
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AIHA’s ʻFocus Four for Healthʼ

• Manual material handling

• Noise

• Air contaminants

• High temperatures

1/19/2021 Minnesota OSHA Compliance | www.dli.mn.gov 14



AIHA’s ʻFocus Four for Healthʼ
– manual material handling
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AIHA’s ʻFocus Four for Healthʼ – noise
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AIHA’s ʻFocus Four for Healthʼ – air contaminants
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AIHA’s ʻFocus Four for Healthʼ – high temperatures
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Focus on construction health: COVID-19
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MNOSHA's newsletter

• Safety Lines is an online, quarterly publication of 
the Minnesota Department of Labor and 
Industry.

• Its purpose is to promote occupational safety 
and health and to inform readers of the purpose, 
plans and progress of Minnesota OSHA. 

• Sign up via email to receive notification online at 
www.dli.mn.gov/OSHA/SafetyLines.asp.
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Contact us

This material can be provided to you in audio, Braille or large print. Call MNOSHA Compliance at 651-284-
5050 or toll-free 877-470-6742.

Material contained in this publication is in the public domain and may be reproduced, fully or partially, 
without permission of the Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry or MNOSHA. Source credit is 
requested but not required.

For more information, contact:
Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry
Occupational Safety and Health Division
443 Lafayette Road N., St. Paul, MN 55155
osha.compliance@state.mn.us
www.dli.mn.gov
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Thank you

Ron Anderson, CIH

ron.c.anderson@state.mn.us

651-284-5204
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