
   
 

     
  

 
  

    
   

     
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
        

      
 

   
     

      
 

  

Plumbing Board
 
SPECIAL Meeting Minutes
 
June 14, 2016 at 9:30 a.m.


Minnesota Room – Department of Labor and Industry
443 Lafayette Road North, St. Paul, MN  55155 

Members DLI Staff & Visitors 
Joe Beckel Wendy Legge (Chief Gen. Counsel, DLI)

Scott Eggen Suzanne Todnem (DLI)

John Flagg Jim Peterson (DLI)

Henry Gretsfeld Cathy Tran (DLI)

Mike Herman Lyndy Lutz (DLI)

Larry Justin Gary Thaden (MMCA)

Jim Kittelson Sophie Thaden (MMCA)

Jim Lungstrom Matt Marciniak (IAPMO)

Pete Moulton Craig Johnson (ASPE)

John Parizek (Chair) Scott Thompson (MN Plumbing Training)

Phillip Sterner (Secretary) Gary Ford (Metro Testing)

Ron Thompson Brian Stensland (HD Supply WW)


Grant Brekke (Brekke Sales)
Members Absent Todd Pennington (Brekke Sales)
Jeff Brown Vince Ismert (Striem)
Grant Edwards (Vice Chair) David Henrich (Bergerson Caswell/MMWA)

Rich Davidson (Soderholm)

Gordon Granse (Polyethylene)

Richard Hauffe (ICC)

Rich Pawlicki (A.Y. McDonald Mfg. Co.)

Mark Hines (HD Supply Waterworks)

Stephanie Menning (MUCA)

Paul Sallwold (PHCC)

David Ybarra (MN Pipe Trades)

Jim Meyer (City of Apple Valley)

Tom McCarthy (Plumbers Local 34)
 

I. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Parizek at 9:34 a.m. Roll call was taken by Secretary
Sterner and a quorum was declared. Introductions and housekeeping announcements were made. 

II. Approval of Meeting agenda
A motion was made by Justin, seconded by Flagg, to approve the agenda with the deletion of item
C under Special Business. The vote was unanimous; the motion carried (10 voting members
present). 
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III.	 Special Business 
A) RFI – Grant Brekke – 1017.0 

• Brekke, Brekke Sales/Striem Products 
• Vince Ismert/Striem Products 
• Todd Pennington/Brekke Sales

Brekke referred to his Request for Interpretation and email communications between 
himself and Cathy Tran regarding 1017.0, oil and flammable waste interceptors 
(Attachment A).  Brekke asked the Board for an interpretation of current language to
determine if high density polyethylene is approved, and if not, why?  Is steel approved? 
He is under the impression that steel is.  It should be equitable; therefore, if steel isn’t 
listed then it shouldn’t be approved either.  He asked the Board for clarification so 
engineers can use materials that will be approved. 

Tran said there are no standards for flammable waste interceptors under the new code; 
therefore, department staff is directed to review all materials submitted as an alternate. 
HDPE products are fairly new to the State of Minnesota. The material was previously
listed under kitchen grease interceptors and there is no documentation that lists them
as acceptable for flammable interceptors. Tran said additional documentation was
requested but no products/materials were actually rejected.  She said the department 
only rejected the plan review by asking for additional information and she added that 
HDPE submittals with sufficient documentation have been approved.  

(Scott Eggen arrived at 9:51 a.m. totaling 11 voting members present) 

Parizek said it appeared the department approved materials when questions were
answered.  He then asked if Striem’s product met a standard and Brekke replied no, the 
code itself doesn’t list any standards.  Tran said Striem’s product is fairly new so the 
department is being cautious in their review. 

Striem said their tank is unrated and Justin said their product would then need to meet 
the specifications for unrated. Tran said that in the past month the department 
received revised manufacturer literature indicating that it is a flammable oil interceptor
and appeared to be acceptable.  She noted the only issue – the code states that an 
overflow tank is needed if there is an overflow provision. 

Parizek said it appeared all of the interceptors were being approved by the Authority
Having Jurisdiction and Striem’s product was no different. 

Tran said the department does not have any issues with HDPE whatsoever. The
product is new; therefore, the department performs a run test but moving forward
products/materials are likely to be approved. 

A motion was made by Flagg, seconded by Eggen, to close Brekke’s 
Request for Interpretation.  The vote was 8 for/2 against [Justin, 
Sterner] and one abstention [Herman]; the motion carried [11 voting 
members present]. 
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Parizek said the Board would open rulemaking regarding this chapter and
recommended Striem submit a code change with definitive language to address issues.
Parizek then suggested Brekke submit their product for approval as a standard through
IAPMO. 

B)	 RFI – David Henrich – Table 604.1, IS 7 (2.6.1) (see Attachment B)
Henrich requested the code to be interpreted to allow polyethylene pipe to be used for the 
building supply up to the water meter or pressure tank provided there is no more than two
feet of polyethylene pipe exposed within the building. 

The Board discussed possible issues and solutions and then the below motion was made. 

A motion was made by Justin, seconded by Kittelson, that the Board 
Chair be directed to issue a Final Interpretation with the following 
question and answer that includes as background a description of the 
conflicting provisions in the plumbing code that led to this question. 

Question:	 Based on the Plumbing Board’s May 11, 2016, Final 
Interpretation, can polyethylene piping, when used for 
building supply, be installed inside and under buildings? 

Answer:	 Yes.  

The majority vote ruled with 8 for/3 against (Moulton, Herman, Beckel); 
the motion carried. 

IX.	 Board Discussion 
No discussion. 

X.	 Announcements 
Next regularly scheduled meetings in 2016 – all meetings will be held at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Minnesota Room.  The Executive Committee meetings occur at 8:00 a.m. prior to each regular 
meeting in the Minnesota Room. 
a.	 July 19, 2016 (annual election of officers) 
b.	 October 18, 2016 

XI.	 Adjournment
A motion was made by Sterner, seconded by Eggen, to adjourn the meeting at 12:15 p.m. The
majority vote ruled; the motion passed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Phil Sterner 
Phil Sterner 
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Attachment A
Plumbing Board 
c/o Department of Labor and Industry 
443 Lafayette Road North Plumbing Board 
St. Paul, MN  55155-4344 
www.dli.mn.gov	 Request for Interpretation 
PRINT IN INK or TYPE 

NAME OF SUBMITTER Rule(s) to be interpreted (e.g., 4715.0330) 

Grant Brekke 1017.0 
The Minnesota Plumbing Code (MN Rules, Chapter 4715) is available at www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/PlumbingCode.asp. 
Has a request for interpretation been submitted to Department of Labor and Industry (DLI) staff, either as a verbal 
request or a written request?    Yes No 
If “No,” contact DLI staff at 651-284-5187. The DLI is responsible for administration and interpretation of the Minnesota 
Plumbing Code, and all requests must be processed and provided a DLI interpretation before being referred to the 
Plumbing Board. This form is intended to be used to request an interpretation from the Plumbing Board’s Code 
Interpretation Committee only as a resolution of dispute with DLI interpretation. 
Code/Rule to be interpreted: Name of DLI employee gave interpretation: Date interpretation originally requested: 

1017.0 Cathy Tran 2-3-16 and many times since 
Provide a copy of the DLI interpretation with this request (a copy must be provided as reference). 
Is there a local dispute with an Inspector of other official? If Yes, state the name or type of official 

Yes No All of them 
State the circumstances of the initial dispute:
 
The 2012 UPC language for oil and flammable waste interceptors does not list any standards or material of construction.
 
Specifically, the Striem products flammable waste interceptors are being rejected on every job. If this unit is being 

rejected, then every manufacturer must be rejected. Cathy Tran is also making the determination that an oil interceptor
 
is not the same as a flammable waste interceptor.
 

Explain what you believe the Code to read and why you disagree with the interpretation given to you by DLI staff. 
The language in 1017.0 is pretty clear in regards to oil and flammble liquid interceptors in as far as they are one in the 
same. In the Body of the language, there are no standards listed.  In chapter 14, there is reference to an IAPMO PS-80 
standard for clarifiers.  But, the referenced section is 301, Alternate methods of construction.  Cathy Tran has mentioned 
that every oil or flammable waste trap must be approved by the AHJ for every job.  The PS-80 is a standard for concrete 
and Fiberglass Clarifiers.  It would not apply to HDPE oil interceptors. The Striem unit meets the intent of the code for a 
non-rated oil interceptor 
List any other information you would like the Committee to consider: 
Engineers through-out Minnesota want to specify and use the Striem Oil interceptors.  It seems like the Plan reviewers 
are defaulting to requesting and approving the old style 35 Cu Foot steel flammable waste traps, which technically do not 
meet the code, and, are not approved or listed to any standard.  There continues to be a bias on allowing HDPE as a 
material for the use in an oil interceptor. 
Information regarding submitting this form: 
•	 Submit any supporting documentation to be considered electronically to DLI.CCLDBOARDS@state.mn.us. Once 

your Request For Interpretation form has been received, it will be assigned a file number. Please reference this file 
number on any correspondence and supplemental submissions. 

Information for presentation to the Committee: 
•	 You will be notified with the date of the Committee Meeting in which your Request For Interpretation will be heard. 
•	 Limit presentations to 5 minutes or less. 
•	 Be prepared to answer questions regarding the Code, the circumstances that led to the dispute and please bring 

copies of any documentation. 
Information regarding Committee and/or Board function: 
•	 The Code Interpretation Committee serves on behalf of the Plumbing Board to issue final interpretation. 
What you can do if you disagree with the Committee’s determination: 
•	 If you would like to appeal the Code Interpretation Committee’s determination, please notify us within thirty (30) days 

and it will be forwarded to the Administrative Law Judge for final interpretation. 
Office Use Only 
RFI File No. Date Received by DLI Dated Received by Committee Date of Committee Meeting 

Title of RFI By: 

http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/PlumbingCode.asp
mailto:DLI.CCLDBOARDS@state.mn.us
http:www.dli.mn.gov


   
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
    

     
     

   

 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

Attachment A
This material can be made available in different forms, such as large print, Braille or on a tape. To request, call 1-800-342-5354 (DIAL-DLI) 
Voice or TDD (651) 297-4198. 

I understand that the Code Interpretation Committee has the authority to issue final interpretation on behalf of the 

Plumbing Board.
 
Submitted by: 
NAME 

Grant Brekke 

FIRM NAME 

Brekke Sales 
ADDRESS 

5909 Baker Road, Suite 580 

CITY 

Minnetonka 

STATE 

mn 

ZIP CODE 

55345 
PHONE 

952-936-9551 

SIGNATURE (original or electronic) 

grant brekke 

DATE 

5-18-2016 

For Assistance or questions on completing this form, please call 651-284-5898 or 651-284-5889. 

Mailing address: 
Plumbing Board
 

c/o Department of Labor and Industry
 
443 Lafayette Road North
 
St. Paul, MN  55155-4344
 

*** Please remember to attach all necessary explanations and supporting documentation*** 
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