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Proposed Code Change - Language 
R403.5.7  Fans (as proposed by the Department of Labor and Industry) is amended as follows: 
 
R403.5.7  Fans:  When used as part of the mechanical ventilation system, fans shall be capable of 
delivering the designed air flow as determined by section 403.5.2 according to HVI Standard 916.  Fan(s) 
shall be designed and certified by the equipment manufacturer as capable of continuous operation at the 
rated cfm.  Surface mounted fans used to comply with the continuous ventilation part of the mechanical 
ventilation system shall have a maximum 1.0 sone per HVI Standard 915. Fan(s) used to comply with the 
intermittent ventilation part of the mechanical ventilation system shall have a maximum 2.5 sone per HVI 
Standard 915. Mechanical ventilation system fans shall meet the efficacy requirements of Table R403.5.1.  

 
Exceptions to the sone requirements: Sone requirements do not apply to forced air circulation systems 
and remotely mounted fans, provided the remotely mounted fan is not in a habitable space and there is at 
least 4 feet of ductwork between the fan and grille. Where mechanical ventilation fans are integral to 
tested and listed HVAC equipment, they shall be powered by an electronically commutated motor. 

 
Proposed Code Change – Need and Reason 
 
This proposal brings forth important requirements verbatim from the 2012 IECC section R403.5.1 
(page R-35) that would have been deleted by DLI’s original proposal. Specifying ventilation fan 
efficiency is needed so fans installed to run continuously do not waste energy. 
 
Proposed Code Change – Cost/Benefit Analysis 
No detailed analysis provided, but fans intended to be run continuously should be required to use 
less energy. 
 
Other Factors to Consider Related to Proposed Code Change 
 

1. Is this proposed code change meant to: 
 
  change language contained in a published code book? If so, list section(s). 
 R403.5.7   
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  change language contained in an existing amendment in Minnesota Rule? If so, list 
 Rule part(s). 
  
  delete language contained in a published code book? If so, list section(s). 
  
  delete language contained in an existing amendment in Minnesota Rule? If so, list Rule 
 part(s). 
  
  neither; this language will be new language, not found in the code book or in Minnesota 
 Rule. 
 

2. Is this proposed code change required by a Minnesota Statute or new legislation? If so, 
please provide the citation to the Statute or legislation. 

 
3. Will this proposed code change impact other sections of a published code book or of an 

amendment in Minnesota Rule?  If so, please list the affected sections or rule parts. 
No. 

 
4. Will this proposed code change impact other parts of the Minnesota State Building Code? If 

so, please list the affected parts of the Minnesota State Building Code. 
No. 

 
5. Who are the parties affected or segments of industry affected by this proposed code 

change? 
 
6. Can you think of other means or methods to achieve the purpose of the proposed code 

change? If so, please explain what they are and why your proposed change is the preferred 
method or means to achieve the desired result. 

 
7. Are you aware of any federal requirement or regulation related to this proposed code 

change? If so, please list the regulation or requirement. 
No. 


