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Proposed Code Change - Language 
 
Please provide your proposed code change in strikeout/underline format.  Provide the specific 
language you would like to see changed, with new words underlined and words to be deleted 
should be striken.  Also, state whether the language contained in your proposal is from a code 
book or from an amendment currently found in Minnesota Rule. (You may provide the language 
(electronically) on a separate, attached sheet). 
 
1309.0305 SECTION R305, CEILING HEIGHT. 
 

IRC Section R305.1 is amended to read as follows:  
 
R305.1 Minimum height.  Habitable rooms, hallways, corridors, bathrooms, toilet rooms, and basements 
shall have a ceiling height of not less than 7 feet (2134 mm).  The required height shall be measured from 
the finish floor to the lowest projection from the ceiling.  Areas or rooms with ceiling heights less than 7 
feet (2134 mm) are considered crawl spaces.  
 

Exceptions:  
 

1. Beams and girders spaced not less than 4 feet (1219 mm) on center may project not more than 6 
inches (152 mm) below the required ceiling height. 

 
2. Not more than 50 percent of the required floor area of a room or space is permitted to have a sloped 
ceiling less than 7 feet (2134 mm) in height with no portion of the required floor area less than 5 feet 
(1524 mm) in height. 
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2012 IRC Section R305 
 
SECTION R305 CEILING HEIGHT  
 
R305.1 Minimum height.  
Habitable space, hallways, bathrooms, toilet rooms, laundry rooms and portions of basements containing 
these spaces shall have a ceiling height of not less than 7 feet (2134 mm).  
 
Exceptions:  

1. For rooms with sloped ceilings, at least 50 percent of the required floor area of the room must 
have a ceiling height of at least 7 feet (2134 mm) and no portion of the required floor area may 
have a ceiling height of less than 5 feet (1524 mm). 
 

2.   Bathrooms shall have a minimum ceiling height of 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm) at the center of the 
front clearance area for fixtures as shown in Figure R307.1. The ceiling height above fixtures 
shall be such that the fixture is capable of being used for its intended purpose. A shower or tub 
equipped with a showerhead shall have a minimum ceiling height of 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm) 
above a minimum area 30 inches (762 mm) by 30 inches (762 mm) at the showerhead.  

 
R305.1.1 Basements.  
Portions of basements that do not contain habitable space, hallways, bathrooms, toilet rooms and laundry 
rooms shall have a ceiling height of not less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm).  
 
Exception: Beams, girders, ducts or other obstructions may project to within 6 feet 4 inches (1931 mm) of 
the finished floor.  
 
Proposed Code Change – Need and Reason 
 
Please provide a thorough explanation of the need for this change and why this proposed code 
change is a reasonable change. During the rulemaking process, the Agency must defend the 
need and reasonableness of all its proposed changes. The Agency must submit evidence that is 
has considered all aspects of the proposal. (You may provide the need and reason (electronically) 
on a separate attached sheet).  
 
This proposal requests the deletion of MR 1309.0305 – Ceiling Height provisions (R305.1 through 
R305.1.1) in its entirety and use 2012 IRC model code document text. The requirements as written in the 
2012 IRC have been revised since the adoption of the 2006 IRC and added specific requirements for 
basements. 
 
Proposed Code Change – Cost/Benefit Analysis 
 
Please consider whether this proposed code change will increase/decrease costs or indicate that 
it will not have any cost implications and explain how it will not. If there is an increased cost, will 
this cost be offset somehow by a life safety or other benefit? If so, please explain.  Are there any 
cost increases/decreases to enforce or comply with this proposed code change? If so, please 
explain.  (You may provide the cost/benefit analysis (electronically) on a separate, attached 
sheet). 
 
There will no additional costs related to the approval of the proposed amendment.  
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Other Factors to Consider Related to Proposed Code Change 
 

1. Is this proposed code change meant to: 
 
       change language contained in a published code book? If so, list section(s). 
  
      change language contained in an existing amendment in Minnesota Rule? If so, list 
 Rule part(s).  
  
 
  delete language contained in a published code book? If so, list section(s). 
       
 

   X  delete language contained in an existing amendment in Minnesota Rule? If so, list 
Rule part(s). MR 1309.0305 

  
      neither; this language will be new language, not found in the code book or in Minnesota 
 Rule. 
 

2. Is this proposed code change required by a Minnesota Statute or new legislation? If so, 
please provide the citation to the Statute or legislation. 
NO. 

 
3. Will this proposed code change impact other sections of a published code book or of an 

amendment in Minnesota Rule?  If so, please list the affected sections or rule parts. 
NO. 
 

4. Will this proposed code change impact other parts of the Minnesota State Building Code? If 
so, please list the affected parts of the Minnesota State Building Code. 
NO. 

 
5. Who are the parties affected or segments of industry affected by this proposed code 

change? 
Parties affected are, building officials, contractors and designers.  

 
6. Can you think of other means or methods to achieve the purpose of the proposed code 

change? If so, please explain what they are and why your proposed change is the preferred 
method or means to achieve the desired result. 
NO. 

 
7. Are you aware of any federal requirement or regulation related to this proposed code 

change? If so, please list the regulation or requirement. 
NO. 


