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Proposed Code Change - Language 
 
2012 IRC SECTION R703 EXTERIOR COVERING 
 
R703.8 Flashing. Approved corrosion-resistant flashing shall be applied shingle-fashion in a manner to 
prevent entry of water into the wall cavity or penetration of water to the building structural framing 
components. Self-adhered membranes used as flashing shall comply with AAMA 711. The flashing shall 
extend to the surface of the exterior wall finish.   
Approved corrosion-resistant flashings shall be installed at all of the following locations: 
1. Exterior window and door openings.  The flashing at the top of exterior window and door openings shall 
extend to the surface of the exterior wall finish and at the bottom extend to the exterior wall finish or to the 
water-resistive barrier for subsequent drainage.  Flashing at exterior window and door openings shall be 
installed in accordance with one or more of the following: 
1.1. The fenestration manufacturer’s installation and flashing instructions 
1.2  For applications not addressed in the fenestration manufacturer’s instructions, in accordance with the 
flashing manufacturer’s instructions.  Where flashing instructions or details are not provided by the 
fenestration manufacturer, pan flashing shall be installed at the sill of exterior window and door openings. 
Pan flashing shall be sealed or sloped in such a manner as to direct water to the surface of the exterior wall 
finish or to the water-resistive barrier for subsequent drainage. Pan flashing that does not drain to the 
exterior wall finish shall overlap the water-resistive barrier a minimum of 2 inches (51 mm).  Openings 
using pan flashing shall also incorporate flashing or protection at the head and sides.  The water-resistive 
barrier in Section R703.2 must overlap the horizontal window and door head flashing a minimum of 2 
inches (51 mm).  The water-resistive barrier shall not be continuously taped to the horizontal head flashing, 
drainage channels shall be installed that are no more than 12 inches (306 mm) apart and must be at least 2 
inches (51 mm) wide.  The back leg of the flashing shall be sealed to the wall sheathing and the bottom leg 
sealed to the trim board or window frame.  An opening shall be left between the flashing and the cladding 
and this opening shall not be sealed in a manner that prevents direct drainage to the exterior wall finish.       
1.3. In accordance with the flashing design or method of a registered design professional. 
1.4. In accordance with other approved methods. 
2. At the intersection of chimneys or other masonry construction with frame or stucco walls, with projecting 
lips on both sides under stucco copings. 
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3. Under and at the ends of masonry, wood or metal copings and sills. 
4. Continuously above all projecting wood trim. 
5. Where exterior porches, decks or stairs attach to a wall or floor assembly of wood-frame construction.   
6. At wall and roof intersections.  A kick out flashing at the eave of the roof shall be a minimum of two and 
one half long (75 mm) and divert the water away from the vertical wall. 
7. At built-in gutters. 
 
      
 
 
Proposed Code Change – Need and Reason 
 
Please provide a thorough explanation of the need for this change and why this proposed code 
change is a reasonable change. During the rulemaking process, the Agency must defend the 
need and reasonableness of all its proposed changes. The Agency must submit evidence that is 
has considered all aspects of the proposal. (You may provide the need and reason (electronically) 
on a separate attached sheet). 
 
Forsenic engineers, MN Lath and Plaster Bureau, and the City of Woodbury have repeatedly found that 
inadequate flashing is the number one reason that residential housing will have major water intrusion 
damage.  These proposed code changes clarify the basic intention of the code language on the proper 
installation of flashing around exterior wall fenestration penetration flashing.       
 
Proposed Code Change – Cost/Benefit Analysis 
 
 
 
No additional cost. 
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Other Factors to Consider Related to Proposed Code Change 
 

1. Is this proposed code change meant to: 
 
 X  change language contained in a published code book? If so, list section(s). 
 2012 IRC Section R703.8      
 
  change language contained in an existing amendment in Minnesota Rule? If so, list 
 Rule part(s). 
       
 
 X  delete language contained in a published code book? If so, list section(s). 
 2012 IRC Section R703.8 
 
  delete language contained in an existing amendment in Minnesota Rule? If so, list Rule 
 part(s). 
       
 
  neither; this language will be new language, not found in the code book or in Minnesota 
 Rule. 
 

2. Is this proposed code change required by a Minnesota Statute or new legislation? If so, 
please provide the citation to the Statute or legislation. 

 No 
 

3. Will this proposed code change impact other sections of a published code book or of an 
amendment in Minnesota Rule?  If so, please list the affected sections or rule parts. 
Yes 2012 IRC Section R903.2.1 – separate sonar addresses this change. 

 
4. Will this proposed code change impact other parts of the Minnesota State Building Code? If 

so, please list the affected parts of the Minnesota State Building Code. 
 No 

 
5. Who are the parties affected or segments of industry affected by this proposed code 

change? 
 Code officials, building designers, contractors, and building owners 
 
6. Can you think of other means or methods to achieve the purpose of the proposed code 

change? If so, please explain what they are and why your proposed change is the preferred 
method or means to achieve the desired result. 

 No 
 
7. Are you aware of any federal requirement or regulation related to this proposed code 

change? If so, please list the regulation or requirement. 
 No 


