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Proposed Code Change - Language 
 
Please provide your proposed code change in strikeout/underline format.  Provide the specific 
language you would like to see changed, with new words underlined and words to be deleted 
should be striken.  Also, state whether the language contained in your proposal is from a code 
book or from an amendment currently found in Minnesota Rule. (You may provide the language 
(electronically) on a separate, attached sheet). 
 
THE CODE CHANGE PROPOSAL LANGUAGE IS TAKEN FROM THE INTERNATIONAL 
BUILDING CODE 2012 EDITION 
 
Code: 1403.5  
Revise as follows:  
 
1403.5 Vertical and Lateral Flame Propagation.  
Exterior walls on buildings of Type I, II, III or IV construction that are greater than 40 feet (12 192 mm) in 
height above grade plane and contain a combustible water-resistive barrier shall be tested in accordance 
with and comply with the acceptance criteria of NFPA 285. 
 
Proposed Code Change – Need and Reason 
 
Please provide a thorough explanation of the need for this change and why this proposed code 
change is a reasonable change. During the rulemaking process, the Agency must defend the 
need and reasonableness of all its proposed changes. The Agency must submit evidence that is 
has considered all aspects of the proposal. (You may provide the need and reason (electronically) 
on a separate attached sheet). 
 
There are materials that are available, tried and tested by long-term proven history of performance as 
weather barriers that are not able to meet the standards in this test.   Section 1403.2 of the IBC requires 
weather-resistive barriers while Section 1403.5 requires them to be tested to a standard if they contain a 
combustible water resistive barrier that many materials that are traditionally used and have proven their 
value can't meet. 
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Section 2603.5 establishes requirements for protection and testing of combustible water resistive barriers 
that include foam plastic insulation, so Section 1403.5 is not necessary for those products.  Given that 75% 
of construction litigation relates to water leakage suggests that this paragraph should be deleted or we are 
likely to face significant problems in the future with the failure of exterior water barriers. 
 
Proposed Code Change – Cost/Benefit Analysis 
 
Please consider whether this proposed code change will increase/decrease costs or indicate that 
it will not have any cost implications and explain how it will not. If there is an increased cost, will 
this cost be offset somehow by a life safety or other benefit? If so, please explain.  Are there any 
cost increases/decreases to enforce or comply with this proposed code change? If so, please 
explain.  (You may provide the cost/benefit analysis (electronically) on a separate, attached 
sheet). 
 
The change will reduce the cost of construction. 
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Other Factors to Consider Related to Proposed Code Change 
 

1. Is this proposed code change meant to: 
 
  change language contained in a published code book? If so, list section(s). 
       
 
  change language contained in an existing amendment in Minnesota Rule? If so, list 
 Rule part(s). 
       
 
  delete language contained in a published code book? If so, list section(s). 
 1403.5 
 
  delete language contained in an existing amendment in Minnesota Rule? If so, list Rule 
 part(s). 
       
 
  neither; this language will be new language, not found in the code book or in Minnesota 
 Rule. 
 

2. Is this proposed code change required by a Minnesota Statute or new legislation? If so, 
please provide the citation to the Statute or legislation. 

       
 

3. Will this proposed code change impact other sections of a published code book or of an 
amendment in Minnesota Rule?  If so, please list the affected sections or rule parts. 

 no 
 

4. Will this proposed code change impact other parts of the Minnesota State Building Code? If 
so, please list the affected parts of the Minnesota State Building Code. 

 no 
 

5. Who are the parties affected or segments of industry affected by this proposed code 
change? 

 Exterior wall component manufacturers 
 
6. Can you think of other means or methods to achieve the purpose of the proposed code 

change? If so, please explain what they are and why your proposed change is the preferred 
method or means to achieve the desired result. 

 no 
 
7. Are you aware of any federal requirement or regulation related to this proposed code 

change? If so, please list the regulation or requirement. 
 no 


