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DLI’s licensing fees reduced July 1, 2015
New technology created efficiencies, streamlined processes

Licensing

License level Old fee New fee Reduction
Entry (one year) $29 $19 34 percent
Journeyman (two years) $74.80 $48 36 percent
Master (two years) $118.80 $88 26 percent
Business (two years) $206.80 $168 19 percent

Gov. Mark Dayton recently signed legislation that 
reduced most of the state’s construction codes 
licensing fees by approximately $20 for licenses 
that became effective after July 1, 2015.

The change lowered license costs for construction 
contractors, electricians, plumbers and high 
pressure pipefitters.

This reduction in fees was possible because 
DLI has created efficiencies in its licensing 
process. In 2012, DLI launched its online DLI 
ReNew licensing system to allow individuals 
and businesses to apply for or renew a license, 
certificate or registration. Since then, DLI 
has used this technology to create process 
improvements that have reduced the time required 
to process license applications and renewals.

License levels and fees
There are currently four levels of license fees: entry, journeyworker, 
master and business. Fees were reduced at all levels for licenses 
that became effective on or after July 1, 2015 and will stay in effect 
through June 30, 2017. The reduced fee amounts are listed for each 
license type at www.dli.mn.gov/ccld/PDF/LicenseFees.pdf.

DLI’s Construction Codes and Licensing Division administers more 
than 130,000 construction trades and business licenses. Most licenses 
are issued for two-year terms.

Save-the-date

Dates and locations for CCLD Fall Seminar announced
DLI will sponsor a fall 2015 seminar at nine locations 
throughout Minnesota. The seminar’s focus is the new 
International Building Code, new Commercial Energy 
Code and commercial applications of the new Radon 
Code.

The seminar offers seven hours of continuing education 
for building officials. 

Registration will open later this summer and details will 
be posted at www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/Education.asp. 
Subscribers to the CCLD Review newsletter will also 

receive a separate notice when registration opens.

Tentative dates and locations for the course include:
• Mankato - Oct. 1, 2015
• Maple Grove - Oct. 8, 2015
• Burnsville - Oct. 15, 2015
• Duluth - Oct. 22, 2015
• Detroit Lakes - Oct. 29, 2015
• Winona - Nov. 5, 2015
• Vadnais Heights - Nov. 12, 2015
• Willmar - Nov. 19, 2015
• St. Cloud - Dec. 2, 2015

Example:

http://www.dli.mn.gov/ccld/PDF/LicenseFees.pdf
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CCLD Review is a quarterly 
publication of the Minnesota 
Department of Labor and 
Industry.   
Receive email notification 
when an issue is available by 
subscribing online. 

Contact information

CCLD main contact info
Phone:  (651) 284-5012  
Toll-free: 1-800-657-3944
Fax:    (651) 284-5749  

Visit the Contact Us page 

Licensing information
DLI.License@state.mn.us
Business/Contractor Licenses 
and Bonds:    (651) 284-5034
(Including:  Electrical, HPP, Plumbing, 
Residential, Manufactured Structures, 
Mechanical Bonds, Technology 
System, Water Conditioning)

Personal Licenses and 
Certificates:   (651) 284-5031
(Including:  Boiler Engineers, 
Electricians, Plumbers, Power Limited 
Technicians, Pipefitters, Unlicensed 
Individuals, Building Officials)

Electrical information
Phone:   (651) 284-5026  
Fax:    (651) 284-5749
DLI.Electricity@state.mn.us   

Boiler, High-Pressure Piping, 
Boats-for-Hire inspection
Phone:  (651) 284-5544 
Fax:    (651) 284-5737
DLI.Code@state.mn.us

Plumbing information
Phone:  (651) 284-5063    
Fax:    (651) 284-5748
DLI.Plumbing@state.mn.us     

License enforcement details
Phone:   (651) 284-5069   
Fax:    (651) 284-5746
DLI.Contractor@state.mn.us

Contractor registration  
program
Phone:   (651) 284-5074   
DLI.register@state.mn.us

Surcharge

Building permit surcharge fee reduced
The state surcharge applied to “fixed fee” building permits changed from 
$5 for each fixed fee permit to $1 for each fixed fee permit July 1, 2015.

The second paragraph of Minnesota Statutes 326B.148, surcharge, 
outlines the change. View the statute at  
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=326B.148

For help with questions about the change, contact Cindy Chapel at  
(651) 284-5878 or Cynthia.Chapel@state.mn.us.

Codes

Changes to code adoption time frame
Consistent with the approach taken by the state during the last two model 
code adoption cycles, the legislature passed a law that directs DLI to review 
new model building codes every six years. 

The commissioner will review the 2018 model building codes and propose 
administrative rules to adopt the model codes as amended for use in 
Minnesota within two years of the published model code. The commissioner 
may adopt amendments to the building codes prior to adopting a new 
model code in the event there are new construction methods, technology or 
materials, if it is necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of the 
public, or to improve the efficiency or use of a building.   

Model building codes will be available on DLI’s website within ten days of 
the receipt of the final rule from the revisor of statutes.     

All amendments to Minnesota building codes adopted after Aug. 1, 2015, will 
take effect 270 days after publication of the rule’s notice in the State Register 
in order to allow for education and outreach about changes to the code.  

Errata

Errata to 2015 Minnesota codes published
DLI has posted on its website errata to 
the new 2015 Minnesota codes. Also 
available are links to errata provided by 
the International Code Council for each 
code.

View the errata at  
www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/errata.asp

http://www.dli.mn.gov
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/CCLDContactUs.asp
http://www.dli.mn.gov/ccld/Forms.asp
mailto:DLI.License@state.mn.us
http://www.dli.mn.gov/ccld/Electrical.asp
mailto:DLI.Electricity@state.mn.us
http://www.dli.mn.gov/ccld/Boiler.asp
http://www.dli.mn.gov/ccld/HPP.asp
http://www.dli.mn.gov/ccld/Boats.asp
mailto:DLI.Code@state.mn.us
http://www.dli.mn.gov/ccld/Plumbing.asp
mailto:DLI.Plumbing@state.mn.us
http://www.dli.mn.gov/ccld/Enforcement.asp
mailto:DLI.Contractor@state.mn.us
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/register.asp
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/register.asp
mailto:DLI.register@state.mn.us
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=326B.148
mailto:Cynthia.Chapel@state.mn.us
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/LicElectricalUnlicensed.asp
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CCLD is in the process of implementing ProjectDox, an 
electronic plan review product, to launch an online plan 
review project called ePlans. 

During the summer and fall of 2015, DLI will work with 
a group of beta users in the design industry to refine 
procedures about how to submit plans and conduct 
building and plumbing plan reviews electronically.  By the 
end of 2015, ePlans should be available for widespread 

usage.

ePlans participants 
will realize immediate 

savings in printing and delivery costs and eventual 
savings in reduced plan review turn-around time. DLI’s 
Manufactured Structures unit will transition to ePlans 
following the full implementation for building and 
plumbing plan review.

Coming soon: online building, plumbing plan review

Plan review

Plan review staffing changes – retirement and new hires
Curt Wiehle retired from CCLD Building Plan Review June 1. Wiehle’s name has become synonymous with 
accessibility in Minnesota as he has spent most of his professional career promoting causes for the disabled 
community. His state government service began with the State Council on Disability and most recently with DLI 
as a building plan reviewer. His knowledge, practical application of the State Accessibility Code and endless hours 
teaching will be missed.

Greg Metz is a new building plan reviewer at DLI. Metz has practiced commercial architecture since 1987 and has 
been licensed as an architect in Minnesota since 1999. He has a degree in architecture from Iowa State University and 
a Masters of Architecture from California State Polytechnic University, Pomona (Los Angeles). His public service 
work includes three years as a civilian architect working for the U.S. Marine Corps Morale, Welfare, and Recreation 
Division on the island of Okinawa, Japan, and four years as a commercial plan reviewer for the City of Plymouth, 
Minn.

Karen Gridley is the newest plan reviewer at CCLD. She graduated from the University of Minnesota with a degree in 
housing studies. Gridley is a Minnesota-certified accessibility specialist and is an ICC-certified accessibility inspector/
plans examiner. She also served as a member of the ANSI A117.1 Accessibility Standards Committee. Prior to coming 
to CCLD she worked for Target Corporation where she served as a senior accessibility specialist and code compliance 
lead providing plan review and expert code interpretations ensuring conformance with accessibility regulations.

Plumbing

Plumbing code adoption hearing conducted at DLI
A hearing regarding proposed adoption of a new plumbing code for Minnesota 
was conducted at DLI on April 30, 2015. Administrative law judge James L. 
LaFave presided  and testimony was heard from several presenters both in 
favor of and opposed to adoption of the new code.

The Minnesota Plumbing Board proposed adopting by reference parts of the 
Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC) with amendments specific to Minnesota. 
The new code would replace the existing Minnesota Plumbing Code, found 
in Minnesota Rule 4715, with the amended UPC as Minnesota Rule 4714. If 
adopted, the new code would likely not become effective until early 2016.

View the Minnesota Plumbing Board Rulemaking Docket for updates on the 
status of the code adoption www.dli.mn.gov/PDF/docket/4715docket3.pdf.

A hearing about proposed adoption of a new 
plumbing code for Minnesota was conducted 
April 30, 2015, at DLI’s St. Paul office.

http://www.dli.mn.gov
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New ideas

Building officials share ideas at DLI-organized forum
Participants address challenges facing their industry

Plumbing license

Continuing education for plumber license renewals
Minnesota Rules require all licensed plumbers to obtain 16 
hours of DLI-approved continuing education in each full, 
two-year license period to renew a license.

Journey and restricted journey plumbers 
• Licensed BEFORE Dec. 31, 2013, must report 

continuing education at their license renewal in 
December 2015. 

• Licensed AFTER Dec. 31, 2013, will report continuing 
education for the first time at their 2017 license 
renewal.

Course topics
Of the required 16 hours of continuing education, at least 
12 hours must pertain to the Minnesota Plumbing Code and 
at least four hours to technical topics related to plumbing 
installations and equipment, the Minnesota State Building 
Code or the Minnesota statutes governing plumbing work. 
No more than four hours can be taken online in each license 
period. 

Multiple licenses
Plumbers who have more than one type of license can 
apply their continuing education hours to all of their 
licenses. Only the number of hours required for the license 

with the highest continuing education requirement must be 
fulfilled.

Medical gas installer certification
Medical gas installers certified by DLI after Nov. 27, 2012, 
are required to take four hours of continuing education 
pertaining to medical gas to renew their certification. 
Approved courses taken to fulfill the medical gas renewal 
requirement may also be used as either code or technical 
hours toward fulfillment of plumbing renewal requirements.

Be sure to complete all required continuing education 
before you renew your license. Renewing a license without 
taking all CE is a basis for license suspension and a fine of 
up to $1,000.

More information:
Approved continuing education courses  
https://secure.doli.state.mn.us/ccldcecourses/

Questions
• www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/pe_ce.asp
• DLI.License@state.mn.us
• (651) 284-5031

More than 60 building officials from throughout 
Minnesota attended a June 5 meeting at Camp Ripley 
near Little Falls, Minn., to discuss ideas about how 
to address the challenges facing Minnesota building 
officials including how to ensure competent code 
administration into the future. 

The program opened with State Building Official Scott 
McLellan providing a brief review of issues highlighted 
during 2014’s building official institutes. 

CCLD Assistant Director Scott McKown and Scott 

Holm, building inspector/plans examiner for the 
University of Minnesota, discussed the history, current 
status and outlook for the future of the community 
college’s Building Inspection Technology Program. 
McKown also described CCLD’s building official limited 
training program, its history and plans for refocusing it 
for the future. 

The program concluded with an exchange of ideas and 
potential solutions. The division will share much of the 
information generated before and after the meeting with 
all building officials during the summer of 2015.

http://www.dli.mn.gov
https://secure.doli.state.mn.us/ccldcecourses/
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/pe_ce.asp
mailto:DLI.License@state.mn.us
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New training

Building Contractor Recovery Fund training offered
A new program titled “Building Contractor Recovery Fund” 
has been added to the 2014-2015 Education and Training 
plan (www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/training.asp) for building 
official groups, inspectors and permit technicians. 

This 90-minute program by CCLD’s recovery fund 
administrator will discuss what the Building Contractor 
Recovery Fund is, how homeowners can apply, dollar 
limits, how it is funded, how long it takes to receive 
payment, timing, process and more. 
An overview about residential building contractor licensing 

will also be provided during the presentation. 

To request this new program or any of the other division 
training programs, complete and submit the Education 
Request Form at www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/training.asp. 
This course can be approved for 1.5 hours of continuing 
education credit for building officials through an approved 
sponsor.

More information about the Contractor Recovery Fund is 
available at www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/RBCRecovery.asp.

Enforcement actions

Residential building contractor fined $20,000

Enforcement actions
View enforcement 

and license actions 
taken against 

licensees.

• An Eden Prairie residential building contractor’s license was revoked, the company 
was ordered to cease and desist from residential building contractor activity, and fined 
$20,000. The action was taken due to the contractor’s failure to complete projects, 
reimburse homeowners and pay subcontractors and suppliers.  

• An unlicensed technology systems contractor from Miamisburg, Ohio, was ordered to 
cease and desist from performing technology systems contractor work in Minnesota, 
penalized $2,500, and ordered to hire a properly licensed contractor to review the work 
performed, file permits and Requests for Electrical Inspection forms. 

• An unlicensed residential building contractor from Sartell was ordered to cease and desist from unlicensed 
activity and pay a $10,000 penalty. The contractor performed work that required a residential building 
contractor license and pulled the related permit application by fraudulently using the license number 
of a properly licensed contractor. Additionally, the unlicensed contractor failed to cooperate with the 
commissioner’s investigation.

Some recent CCLD enforcement actions include:

Summaries of all final CCLD enforcement actions are available at www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/Enforcement.asp. 
Questions about specific enforcement actions should be directed to (651) 284-5069 or  
DLI.contractor@state.mn.us.

Planning to hire a contractor? Make sure they are licensed
Before hiring a contractor, visit DLI’s consumer Web 
page for steps to take before signing a contract. Some 
of the topics include how to select a contractor, how 
to solicit bids, what to include in a contract and how 
to file a complaint against a contractor. 

View more information at
www.dli.mn.gov/ccld/RBCconsumer.asp.

http://www.dli.mn.gov
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/training.asp
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/training.asp
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/RBCRecovery.asp
http://dli.mn.gov/ccld/Enforcement.asp
http://dli.mn.gov/ccld/Enforcement.asp
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/Enforcement.asp
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/RBCconsumer.asp
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/RBCconsumer.asp
http://dli.mn.gov/CCLD/Elevator.asp
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Elevator

Reminder: Elevator permits available online with eTRAKiT
Elevator permits can be easily 
applied for online through the 
eTRAKiT online permit system at  
www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/etrakit_
elevator.asp.

Since the launch of the online 
elevator permit system, nearly 70 percent of all elevator 
permits are now applied for electronically. 

Some of the benefits of online applications with eTRAKiT 
are:
• faster approvals
• no checks to mail 
• able to attach plans for quick review 
• no delayed starts
• view permit status online at any time

Visit www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/etrakit_elevator.asp for more 
information.

Resilient building

A Resilient Building Workshop was conducted May 21, 
2015, at DLI’s St. Paul office.

Speakers included Sara Hoverter of the Georgetown Climate 
Center and Douglas Piece of AREA Research, Perkins+Will.

The event, hosted by DLI and the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency, drew representatives from construction, 
design, inspection and architecture to learn and share ideas 
about aspects of safer and more resilient buildings and 
communities that are better adapted to the effects of extreme 
weather.

Sara Hoverter of the Georgetown Climate Center speaks during a 
May 21, 2015, Resilient Building Workshop at DLI.

Workshop draws attendees from construction, design, architecture

Solar PV systems

New solar photovoltaic resources available online
Solar photovoltaic (PV) systems, along with other 
renewable energy technologies, are a rapidly growing 
sector of the energy market. A new set of resources related 
to solar PV systems is now available on DLI’s website. 
Topics include licensing, permits, inspections, solar PV 
associations and councils, codes and standards and more.

Visit www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/ElectricalSolar.asp to view 
the solar PV resources. For help with questions about 
solar PV systems in Minnesota, contact DLI’s electrical 
inspection staff at dli.electricity@state.mn.us.

http://www.dli.mn.gov
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/etrakit_elevator.asp
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/etrakit_elevator.asp
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/etrakit_elevator.asp
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/ElectricalSolar.asp
mailto:dli.electricity@state.mn.us
http://workplace.doli.state.mn.us/jurisdiction
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Electrical safety

Low level electrical current leaking into lakes and rivers 
can be a silent killer for swimmers around docks and 
marinas.

Electric shock drowning is the result of the passage of a 
typically low-level electrical current through the body with 
sufficient force to cause skeletal muscular paralysis, while 
immersed in fresh water, eventually resulting in drowning. 
The electricity that enters the water and causes electric 
shock drowning originates from the wiring of the dock or 
marina or from boats that are connected to the marina’s or 
dock’s power supply.

Most often, electricity enters the water when an electrical 
fault occurs aboard a boat. Often, the electric fault 
occurring aboard the boat is intermittent. For example, the 
fault may only occur when a light switch is turned on, or 
when a hot water heater, battery charger or other electrical 
device cycles on.

Help prevent electrical shock drowning:

• Find swimming locations at least 50 yards from 
electrically-powered docks.

• Follow current codes and standards.
• Install ground fault protection.
• Inspect dock and boat electrical systems annually and 

after storms.

Read more from the Electric Shock Drowning Prevention 
Association www.electricshockdrowning.org/.

Stray electrical current a safety concern near water

Stray electrical current around docks and marinas can be deadly 
to swimmers.

Electrical staff happenings

Electrical inspection staff host meeting, present at conference

At left, Sam Sampson, DLI senior electrical representative, 
presents June 19 at the Minnesota Electrical Association 
Summer Conference in St. Louis Park. Also presenting 
from DLI was John Williamson, electrical unit supervisor.  
Topics for their presentations included electrical licensing, 
inspections, codes and standards and related subjects. 
Learn more about the Minnesota Electrical Association at 
www.electricalassociation.com.

At right, DLI’s contract electrical inspectors and electrical area 
representatives from throughout Minnesota gathered May 12 at 
the Minnesota Electrical Joint Apprenticeship Training Center for 
a meeting organized by DLI’s Construction Codes and Licensing 
Division.

The primary topic of the meeting was solar photovoltaic systems. 
Since the inspectors are spread throughout the state, large 
gatherings don’t happen often, but DLI’s Electrical Unit staff said 
they hope to make the meetings annual or biannual events.

http://www.dli.mn.gov
http://www.electricshockdrowning.org
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