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Fatal occupational injuries in 2010
Information about fatal occupational injuries is
collected through the Census of Fatal Occupational
Injuries. Fatalities caused by illnesses are excluded.

• Number of fatal work injuries ............................70
• Average number from 2006-2010 ......................69
• Fatalities to men .................................................64
• Fatalities caused by transportation incidents ......26
• Fatalities to self-employed workers ...................24 
 (19 of these were in agriculture)

Workers’ compensation statistics resources 
Minnesota employers, employees and safety managers 
can view useful information about occupational injuries 
and illnesses at www.dli.mn.gov/Research.asp. Also 
available online or by request:

 • statistical data about key workers’ compensation 
  issues; 

 • the annual Workers’Compensation System Report, 
  which examines trends in workers’ compensation 
  claims and benefi ts;
 
 • the Workplace Safety Report, which provides an 
  overview of injury and illness rates statewide and for 
  key industries; and
 
 • this brochure, which is online at
  www.dli.mn.gov/RS/PDF/wc_claimcharacter10.pdf.

Contact Research and Statistics at (651) 284-5025 or 
dli.research@state.mn.us.

This material can be provided in different formats, such as 
Braille, large print or audio, by calling (651) 284-5025 or 
(651) 297-4198/TTY. Version 2012-2
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Professional and business services6
5 Transportation and warehousing

4 Wholesale trade

Construction9
Retail trade7

28Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting

Farmers and ranchers15

9 Agricultural workers

Motor-vehicle operators6

9 Construc. and extrac. workers
6 Installation, maint. and repair



C l a i m  C h a r  a c  t e r  i s  t i c s

Injured worker characteristics
• 61 percent were men.
• 49 percent were older than 44 years.
• 9 percent were younger than 25 years.
• 22 percent were at their job for less than a year.

Part of body 

Head 3%  (except eyes)

Eyes 1%

Neck 1%

Back 23%

Body systems 3%
and internal
organs

Legs 3%

Knees 10%

Ankles 4%

Feet 3%

Arms 6%

Wrists 6%

Hands 4%

Fingers 7%

Toes 1%

Multiple parts 12%

Chest 1%

Shoulders 10%

Hips 1%

Occupation of injured Minnesota work ers

Paid claims per 100 full-time-equivalent
workers, injury years 2000-2010
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Indemnity Medical-only Total

• Number of all claims in 2010:  98,000

• Claims with medical, no cash benefi ts:  76,100

• Claims with cash benefi ts:  21,900

• Number of claims with cash benefi ts declined 
 by 19 percent since 2005.

Number of claims in 2010

Nature of injury or disease

Contusions7%

Sprains, strains, tears 43%

Pain 16%

Open wounds6%

Fractures7%

Event or exposure

Holding/carrying object 14%
Lifting 13%

Struck by object7%

6% Fall to lower level
7% Repetitive motion

14%Fall to same level

7% Slip, trip, loss of balance

Source of injury

9%

Structures and surfaces 20%
Injured worker 20%

Containers 11%
Other person

8%
Tools and equipment

7%
7%

Vehicles

Parts, materials Transportation and material moving 18%
Production 15%

Construction, extraction
9%

8%
Install., maint. and repair

6% Office and administrative support

25%Service workers

12%Managers and prof.

Note:  The following charts only include claims with cash 
benefi ts. Claims with medical ben e fi ts only are not in clud ed.

Minnesota in dus tries:  private, public sectors

Construction 9%

Manufacturing 15%
Health care and social asst. 19%

Retail trade 10%

Prof. and business svcs.9%

Wholesale trade
8% Transport., warehousing

6%


