
 

 

Board of Electricity 
Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, July 10, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. 
 

 
Members Present: 
Anthony Toft 
Daniel Westberg 
Jim Freichels 
Joe Vespa 
John McConnell 
John Schultz 
Kim Huxford 
Laura Karow 
Scott Novotny  
Willy Hoskins 
 

Members Absent: 
Daniel Klein 
Doug Fingerson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DLI Staff & Visitors: 
Bill Bierman – DLI  
Carey Demaris – DLI  
Charlie Durenberger – DLI  
John Rajkowski – DLI  
Gary Thaden – NECA 
Bill Heaney – IBEW 
David Fisch – MNESTA  
Scott Nutting – CEIA     
Steve Best – DLI  
Jeff Heimerl – IBEW  

 
I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 9:06 a.m. by Chair Vespa.  Introductions were 
made and attendance was taken, a quorum was declared.   

 
II. Approval of Meeting Agenda 

Freichels made a motion, seconded by Huxford to approve the agenda as presented. 
The vote was unanimous. Motion carried. 

 
III. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 

A motion to approve the minutes was made by Toft, seconded by Hoskins.  The vote 
was unanimous.  Motion carried.   

 
IV. Regular Business 

a. Expense Approval – Vespa reviewed and approved the per diem and expenses.  A 
motion made by McConnell, seconded by Karow to approve per diems and 
expenses.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion carried.   

 
b. Enforcement – Charlie Durenberger from Licensing and Enforcement introduced 

Steven Best, a new supervisor within the unit.  Durenberger provided statistics 
regarding investigations and enforcement.  An overview on the process was given.  
Scott Nutting from the audience stated the process is working great and asked what 
the monetary fee for penalties are.  Durenberger stated it’s determined on a case by 
case basis and the penalties for subsequent offenses are significantly greater. 
Durenberger provided an update on the online license application, re-application, 
and payment of license fees. This streamlines the process for the applicants and 
allows the Department to better serve the industry.  There was much conversation 
on not complying with continuing education requirements and being able to renew 



 

 

licenses.  Durenberger stated there will be checks to verify compliance and penalties 
imposed for violations.   

 
c. E-Trakit – Schultz gave update on the electronic permitting process and stated that  

in April  approximately  46% of electrical permits were filed online  and that at the 
of end of June 65% were filed online with the anticipation that by year end will be 
75% or greater.  
 

V. Special Business 

a. Election of Officers:  The meeting was turned over to John Schultz, Commissioner’s 
Designee for election of officers.   

 
Chair – Toft nominated Vespa. No other nominations were given.  Vote was 
unanimous, nomination passed.  Joseph Vespa was re-elected as Chair.  
 
Vice-Chair – Vespa nominated Toft.  No other nominations were given.  The vote 
was unanimous, nomination passed.  Anthony Toft was re-elected as Vice-Chair.   
 
Secretary – Toft nominated Karow.  No other nominations were given.  The vote 
was unanimous, nomination passed.  Laura Karow was elected as Secretary. 

 
b. The meeting was turned back over to re-elected Chair Vespa.  
 
c. Update on Reciprocal Agreements – Schultz stated the annual meeting of the 

National Electrical Reciprocal Alliance will be held August 6th – 7th in Lincoln NE, 
which he will be attending.  Schultz advised if anyone had any concerns they would 
like him to address while he attends that meeting to let him know.  There are no 
new requests for agreements with MN.   

 
VI. Committee Reports 

a. Construction Code Advisory Councils – McConnell gave brief update on the last CCAC 
meeting that was held 6-21-12.  He stated there is now a database on the 
department website, Jurisdictional Authority which is a local code look up tool.  This 
can be found at http://workplace.doli.state.mn.us/jurisdiction/.  He also stated that 
CCAC members are in the process of code adoption and can be found on the 
website under rulemaking - http://www.dli.mn.gov/RulemakingCCL.asp   

b. Legislative update – Schultz provided an update on the 2012 Legislation Session, 
stating there were two laws that deal directly with the electrical industry.  The first is 
chapter 262/SF 2324 Satellite System Installer license, which eliminates the 
requirement of satellite installers having to obtain a power limited technician license.  
This law will take effect October 1, 2012.  There is also a continuing education 
component to this law.  The Board will be working on rulemaking at the October 
meeting.  The department has met with the industry and the exam has been 



 

 

developed. There was discussion on the rulemaking process.  Bierman reviewed the 
process and advised the board of the timeframe.  Schultz stated the second law that 
has impact on the electrical industry is chapter 289/SF 1983 that eliminates the 
transfer of $1.515M from the Construction Codes and Licensing fund to the general 
fund beginning in Fiscal Year 2016. 
 

VII. Complaints 

None brought forth 
 

VIII. Open Forum 

None brought forth 
 

IX. Board Discussion 

Nothing. 
 

X. Announcements 

Vespa advised members of the next regularly scheduled meetings is:   

 Tuesday, October 9, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. 
 

XI. Adjournment 

A motion was made by McConnell, Seconded by Westberg to adjourn. The vote was 
unanimous, motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 10:10 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Laura Karow 
Laura Karow  
Secretary 


